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ENERGY ECONOMICS GRENADA 


RESULTS OF ITALIAN STUDY FOCUS ON GEOTHERMAL POTENTIAL 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] Geothermic experts who conducted a study last year on Grenada's poten- 
tial for developing geothermal energy, feel that it might be the ideal way both 
to solve the island's energy problems, and to improve its economy substantially. 


Geothermal energy is based on the use of heat within the earth's crust mani- 
fested in the form of volcanoes, hot springs or stream geysers. Once explora- 
tion and drilling is done, it is possible and economically feasible to utilise 
this heat and produce electricity. 


The study, done by an Italian firm, Geotermica Italiana, and financed hy the 
Latin American Energy Organisation (OLADE), was presented to the PRG last 
Monday. 


It identified the Mt. St. Catherine's area as the most promising geothermal 
area of Grenada, but warned that there is some risk of failure, because the 
rocks' water content and whether they are pemeable enough to allow the water 
to pass through, are unknown. 


On the other hand, the report continued, the high cost of diesel-generated 
electric energy in Grenada makes it necessary to investigate this energy re- 
source as a possible alternative. It pointed out that Grenada's peak-demand 
is about five megawatts and this could be totally satisfied by two or three 
productive thermal wells. 


The study recommended that a prefeasibility geothermal project be carried out 
in the Mt. St. Catherine area, and that it be divided into two phases. The 
first phase is to obtain more precise information on the thermal state at 
lonth, on the water circulation, and the possibility of deep-seated high tem- 
perature reservoirs. 


The second phase should consist of drilling one or two low-cost slim holes, 
which will ascertain the temperature and permeability conditions at depth, 

and to establish definitely whether or not economically exploitable geothermal 
resources exist. 


A workshcy surrounding OLADE's findings was opened last Tuesday by Finance 
Minister Bernard Coard. It was attended by representatives from Dominica, 














Antigua, St. Lucia, Montserrat, St. Vincent and Trinidad, because of the 
similarities between Grenada and the other islands. 


It discussed the report on Grenada, OLADE's geothermal programme and method- 
ology for geothermal exploration and development, the structure of the rocks 


in the Eastern Caribbean, and the volcanic activity in the region. 


The workshop was also addressed by Gustavo Cuellar, representing OLADE. 


cso: 3025/237 








THE Guyana Government 
is going to reduce energy 
consumption by 10 per 
cent. 


Minister responsible for 
Mines and Energy Hubert 
Jack told a Press coa- 
ference vesterday morning 
that our bill for petroleum 
products for last year 
reached $429 million and he 
stressed that ‘‘in our 
present circumstances 
every effort has to be made 
to ensure that we cas 
conserve on the use of 
petroleam fuels in order to 
reduce the adverse 
economic and social impact 
of the escalating cost of 
imported fuels, o# our 
country’’. 


To this enda programme 
of energy conservation 
takes immediate effect. 


The ou! companies have 
been instructed to import 
10 per cent less fuel and the 
Corporations - are now 
gong to be working clasely 
with the Government and 
the National Energy 
Authority to dense ways of 
trimming their energy 
budgets while mamtainng 
the expected level of 
production. 

In additian a Public 
Education Campaign, of 
which the Press conference 
may be seen as the laun- 
ching, will be vigorously 
executed to persuade 
people of the need for a 
more rauonal uge of fuel 
and petroleum products. 


Minister Jack explained 
that Guyana’s industnal 
sector and other energy 
consuming productive 
enterpnses can and should 
be able to maintain present 
levels of production once 
fuel-saving procedures are 
set in train. 


However, he added, 
should an industry or 
corporation appiy for a 
larger quota to increase 
production, the authorities 
would grant the request in 
the interest of increased 
productioa. 

When it comes to the 
motorist, Government 
notes thatthe previous 
comservation measures, 
notably the closure of gas 
Stations at weekends, have 
not been as effective as it 
should have been because 
of the various ‘‘sub- 
terfuges’’ employed by 
consumers. 

‘‘lt has become 
mecessary’’ Cde Jack says 


‘*to reinforce the 
arrangements for the 
weekend closure of 


petroleum stations to 
ensure their effectiveness 
and = these arrange menis 
would be put iato effect 
immediately”. 

‘**The future solution to ihe 
energy cnsis’” advised the 
Minister, ‘‘lies apart trom 
investing im more energy 
efficient systems as part of 
a National Energy Con- 
servation Programme in the 
early development and use 








of indigenous alternative 
sources of energy such as 
Hydro-power of which we 
have an estumated capacity 
of about 7,000 MegaWaitts 
of electricity , wocd from 
existing and future ex- 
panded logging and 
sawmilling operations as 
well as from the adoption of 
forestry management 
techniques such as 
‘‘Energy Plantations’ to 
Mmeect the needs of any 
large scale displacement of 
petroleum fuels by wood in 
industry;the more intensive 
use of bagasse in the sugar 
industry, and the con- 
version of GRB equipment 
to use rice husks or chaff in 
place of imported fuels. 

“Of course we canna 
ignore the more modest 
contnbution to our national 
energy substitution effort 
which can be obtained from 
unconventional sources 
such as solar and wind 
energy as well as the 
production of biogass 
(mainly methane), from 
organic agricultural residue 
m -rials such as animal 
manure, to supply tne 
energy needs of farmers in 
the rural areas. 

‘*The Guyana National 
Energy Authority iS 
presently preparing, in 
consultation with Energy 

User ~ Entities, a 
National Energy 
Programme im order to 


provide a basis for the 
identification, quan- 
tification, evaluation and 
prioritising of our efforts to 
find solutions for reducing 
irrevocably our dependence 
on imported perroleum 
frel<’’ 

OIL EXPLORATION 

The Minister responded to 
a question on the progress 
of the exploration for ol by 
disclosing that a committee 
has been set up tostudy the 
impact that oil would lave 
on the social and econumic 
life of the country. 

e says that ihe Home Oil 
Company has been con- 
tinuing exploration in the 
Takutu basin but warned 
that oil finds do not place 
one immediately in the club 
with Saudi Arabia “‘the 
transformation is gradual.”’ 


He also revealed that 
government was expecting 
a decision to be taken on 
financing for two hydro 
Projects, one in tie 
Tumatumari area “hich has 
a capacity of S50 megawarts, 
and another with a 
potential ~ of three 
megawatts. 

On the uranium ex- 
ploration he said, that the 
French company, Cogema, 
has just negotiated ex- 
clusive rights, after a three- 
year non-exclusive contract 
and has thus shown great 
Opumis Mm. 
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BRIEFS 


SEL PRICE CUT--The Ministry of Trade and Consumer Protection has announced 
3 cent reduction in the wholesale and retail price for diesel fuel. The 
reduced orice, which has resulted from a drop in the world market price 


the commodity, took effect from yesterday. According to a release from the 


n new wholesale price (drum) for diesel fuel in Georgetown 
;¢s environs will be $4,32 per gallon or 95,03 cents per litre; in the 
thwest District and Berbice River $4,54 per gallon or 99,87 cents per lit- 
and elsewhere $4,45 per gallon or 97,89 cents per litre. Meanwhile, con- 
ers purchasing more than 45 gallons of diesel fuel or bulk fuel will pay 
29 per gallon or 94,37 cents per litre in Georgetown and its environs; 
51 per gallon or 99,21 cents per litre in the North West District and Ber- 
e river; 1d $4,42 per gallon or 97,23 cents per litre elsewhere. The new 
ail price for the commodity in Georgetown and its environs is $4,39 per gal- 
or 96,57 cents per litre; in the North West District and Berbice River 
61 per gallon or 101,41 cents per litre and elsewhere $4,52 per gallon or 
43 cents per litre. [Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 14 Mar 82 p 12] 














BRIDGETOWN, Tues., (Cana) 
GUYANA AND JAMAICA benefitted substan- 
tially last year from grants and loans of nearly 


(US)$21 million (TT $50.4m) and $115.7 mullion 
(TT$277.7m), respectively from the Washington- 


based Inter-American Dev 


elopment Bank (IDB). 


In its just published 1981 report, the IDB said 
most of its assistance to Guyana had gone to the 


agricultural sector, witht 


he approval of a loan of 


$20 million to assist the Government with an 

overall development plan for this vital sector. 
The report said agriculture was critical to the 

future development of the Guyanese economy, 


and the envisaged — 


the loan was intende 
and productivity there. 


Agriculture contributes 
more than 26 per cent to 
Guyana’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) annually, in 
addition to bringing in 
nearlly 50 per cent of foreign 
exchange earnings and pro- 
viding employment for 
more than 37 per cent of the 
country’s total labour 
force 

Resides the $20 millon 
loan, the IDB said it had 
also approved a $315,000 
technical cooperation grant 
to enable the Government 
co carry out studies con- 
nected with the 
programme 


SMALL INDUSTRY 


The report also said the 
IDB nad provided financing 
during 1981 totalli: 
$270,000, tovsuppor’ a anal 
cottage farm industry pro- 
ject in the Mahaica area of 
Guyana, involving 350 
persons ; 

The money was to foster 
agricultural, livestock and 
dairy production, to im- 


amme to be financed by 
to stimulate production 


prove farm processing and 
marketing, and to encour- 
age cottage and micro- 
industries. 

The project would _ 
improve the living stanca- 
ards and incomes of those 
involved, increase prod- 
uction levels, generate new 
employment, and foster the 
use of appropriate technolo 
gy in Guyana, the IDB 
added. 

Washington-based, IDB’ 
also approved a $56,000 
technical cooperation grant 
to ensure the successful \m- 
plementation of the pro 


ject. 
; Besides giving assistance 
to the agmculturai sector, 
the IDB said it had ap 
proved a technical coopera- 
tion grant of $250,000 to fi- 
nance a study of the prob- 
lems posed by the lack of 
adequate port facilities, 
and other factors impeding 
the flow of imports and ex- 
ports to and from Guyana. 
The study, which will offer 
suggestions for solving the 
problems, will include an 
analysis of possibile deep wa- 





ter ports on the Essequibo, 
Berbice and Demerara Riv- 
ers, an off-shore -_o*. 
an off-shore oil trans- 
shipment facility, single 
point moorings and other 
solutions. 

On its assistance to 
Jamaica in 1981, the IDBK 
said it supported the Ed- 
ward Seaga Government’s 
economic recovery prog- 
ramine by providing two 
loans amounting to $35 
million. ce 

The loans were intended 


-to_help finance a program- 


me to provide, short, 
medium and long-term 
credits to my igs | 
and construction firms, an 
their oy oye involved 
mainly in the local market. 

Jamaica’s economy suf- 
fered a major decline durin 
the 70s, between 1975 an 
1980, the construction sec- 
tor had declined by S4.S per 
cent, and the industrial sec- 
a 30.3 per cent, the IDB 
said. 


HALF - CAPACITY 


‘Jamaica's only cement 
plant, which has been 
operating at half capacity, 

so received an injection of 
IDB funds (two loans total- 
ling $57.2 million) to assist 
with modernising the 
State-owned plant a priori- 
ty in its economic recovery 
programme. 

Nominal capacity of the 
Caribbean Cement Co., Ltd 
(CCC) is 430,000 tons a year, 
but this could not be at- 
tained, as equipment ac 
quired in 1975 to enable the 

lant to reach this ee 

d never been installed. As 


a result, Jamaica has had to 
import large quantities of 
cement in recent years. - 











COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


DAILY SCORES ISOLATION OF POLICYMAKERS 

Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 28 Mar 82 p A3 

[Text] Bases of the Regime 

The regime headed by President Pinochet is based on three essential things. 


First and foremost, one must mention the basic pillar of the Army and the 
Armed Forces as a whole, with all this implies of essential patriotism, na- 
tional significance and the long-range view of Chilean interests and virtues, 
which throughout history have been the foundation, justification and spirit 
of the people. 


In addition to the armed columns, the regime has two factors that are decisive 
for the will of civilians and that influence the citizens’ support for the 
zZovernment. 


The first of these factors is the desire for peace and order that emerged 
following the crisis in our traditional democracy and the tumultuous experi- 
ences of the decade of the 1960's and the early years of the 1970's. A desire 
for tranquillity, a return to productive work and renewed confidence in the 
future caused even citizens little sympathetic to authoritarian regimes and 
trained in the traditional democratic dogmatism to accept the new system with 
relief after the frustrating experiences of the recent past. 


he third factor of support was an economic program or model of freedom which, 
despite the major sacrifices it imposed, meant economic development and indivi- 
dual progress in broad sectors. This model was presented as an overail, organic 
concept capable of transtorming the country and orienting it toward the proper 
working of its natural resources, expansion of international trade and the 
Conquest of a position respected both because of its seriousness as well as 

the degree of progress of its inhabitants. 


The presence of these three factors led to a desire for national cooperation 
scarcely seen. Attempts to oppose the undeniable progress of the regime toward 
its goals were futile. It was not even possible to organize a viable opposi- 
tion. aside from a few abortive attempts. The same desire for cooperation re- 
sulted in solidarity in the face of foreign incomprehension, the virtual silence 
of old nonopposition politicians and acceptance of the fact that decisions were 
adopted by the president of the republic, the government junta and the respec- 
Live ministers, without consultation and even without informing the citizens. 








The country has been governed by a select but small human team not used to 
accounting for its actions, a team that never announces its decisions in ad- 
vance. Its style seemed to be effective as long as there was complete confi- 
dence in the fitness of the political leadership. This confidence was further 
increased by resounding success in elections and other bold steps that con- 
firmed the magnitude of the presidential authority -- an institution restored 
in its republican majesty after years of vacillations and demagogic flirting -- 
and the conviction that the country should allowed itself to be led down the 
clear and firm rails of a patriotic, social and economic concept aimed at 
making Chile a great nation. This goal was set forth in the government's 
Statement of Principles on 11 March 1974. 


Bad Times 


And yet, we are going through hard times. The small, select government team 

is increasingly isolated. The opposition, characterized by the Cardinal, now has 
virtually no possibility of dialogue with the authorities, except for occasional 
polite remarks. Although no one could guarantee that a broad opposition front 
is being formed, the appeal of Tucapel Jimenez continues to have meaning. 

The Church promotes an ambiguous "great new mission" aimed, among other things, 
at denouncing nothing less than the antievangelical nature of the concepts of 
order, authority, politics, nation, security, and so on, that would correspond 
to a kind of new culture being built from the government. We do not yet know 
the scope of these strategic operations, but the Cardinal's condemnation of 

the "moral crisis" -- undeniable, for the most part -- leaves the impression 
that the opposition's remedies for the crisis will not fail to adopt the ban- 
ners that failed with our traditional democracy following an orgy of demagogy, 
ideologizing and irresponsibility. And yet, one must not underestimate the | 
importance of this organized opposition led by clever men and perhaps backed | 
by substantial resources. | 


The government's isolation is not only seen in relation to the opposition. The 
systematic absence of fluid communication with the citizenry, scorn for the 
reflective abilities of others md consequently, the repetition of rather 
primitive slogans and reasoning, the current lack of confidence in the press, 
the label "gasfiteres" to apply to those expressing opinions on general eco- 
nomic matters without being part of the circle of insiders, and above all, 

the system of surprise actions in areas affecting important personal and fam- 
ily interests of the citizens, are factors leaving the government team without 
enthusiastic defenders among those who were and continue to be clear supporters 
of the 11 September pronouncement. 


What is even more serious is to hear that the secrecy and unwillingness to 
give explanations do not stem from a mere scornful dogmatism, but rather, 
from a possible lack of political ability. In the opinion of many -- one has 
to say this -- things are being handled poorly and with the blundering of 

the unskilled, which demoralizes government supporters and threatens the 
government with being left for defenders only its seasoned soldiers at a time 
when its "youth missions" or other like moves partially lift the people, who 
face a difficult climate of recession and unemployment. 








[he issue of personal security is being misused. Something is happening in 
police departments. It is not characteristic of a government based on a de- 
Sire tor peace and order to have to account for so many killings without known 
motives and so much suspicion. It is a well-known fact that the basic justi- 
fication of any government is to safeguard order and there is no order when 
ore is not sate in the streets, as is the case today, no longer because of 
controntations with extremists or acts of war, but rather, because of the 
ettling of accounts seen in the Matia in other countries but which have never 
existed here. 


fhe economic issue is being misused. After nearly a year of preparing the 
country for the recessive adjustment, of assuring people that the Treasury 

was sound and ot using the harshest possible expressions to blame farmers, 
industrialists or financial groups for having been excessively ambitious or 
wastetul, after spending more than we take in, the minister of finance suddenly 
tells the country that there is a large fiscal deficit and outlines, without 
adequate explanations, the reasons for it and the new taxes that we shall have 
to pay. In other words, the Treasury's situation does not look so different 
from the deficit situation of individuals and private firms which earned them 
so much vilification. The only difference is that private parties pay for 
their shortsightedness by going bankrupt or to prison, while the Treasury 
quite calmly asks for tax increases. 


President 


The difficult situation naturally does not mean that one should heed "missions" 
or evocations of an equivocal Libertarian stripe, for all of this represents 
the tailureof the past. The instinct for peace, order and security of the 
citizens coincides with the existing authoritarian regime, not demagogic or 
revolutionary caprices. The economic scheme of freedom, the socioeconomic 
model of modernizations and the spiritual and material enrichment of indivi- 
duals must remain, despite any tactical errors that happen, even if they 
endanger the prestige of the very model. Finally, the Army, with its aura 

ot historic virtues, and the other glorious branches of the Armed Forces 

have more than ever a decisive role in these adverse times. 


The president of the republic has skillfully dodged dramatic situations. 
Spontaneously, the country turns to him, toward his authority as chief of 
state, toward his constitutional powers and the cautious with which he can 
and must exercise his command inherited from his illustrious predecessors. 


The police problem demands direct action on the part of the chief of state. 

There is here a certain duplication of services and apparently some contradic- 
tion in powers. Events have occurred not worthy of the country and those re- 
ponsible must be punished. 


The president knows how to react with suitable measures and persons in circum- 
stances otf crisis. In the police and security problem, everything seems to 
indicate the presence of critical circumstances. The persistence of such 
circumstances hurts the government, damages domestic peace and in addition, 
harms foreign security. We must not forget that our normal foreign relations 











depend on the verification of a certain level of human rights and that incor- 
rect or illegal handling of the police problem can bring grievous consequences 
in the international field. Those who are truly patriotic trust the already 
classic and timely reaction of the president here. 


In the economic domair, there has not been sufficient information and now an 
influential group of citizens (those earning over 10,000 pesos a month in 
salary) is being asked to make a considerable sacrifice, joining the cost of 
high interest rates, difficult business times and unemployment. Here also, we 
await the president's reaction, not in order to change the type of open and 

free economy, but in order to go beyond deliberations with the closed circles 

of official advisers and find solutions providing a more efficient and convinc- 
ing handling of the difficult financial and economic problem. The president 

has available a lengthy list of former ministers of finance and economy who have 
served this regime. 


Joint or separate talks with all those who contributed to the establishment and 
success of the model should help the president find reasonable solutions within 
the framework of his policy. Crises make great rulers greater. This should 
now be the case. 


11,464 
CSO: 3010/1267 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


INFANT MORTALITY DOWN 60 PERCENT SINCE 1970 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 24 Mar 82 p Cl 


[Text] In 1981, Chile achieved a record in its fight against infant mortality, 
reducing the number of deaths per 1,000 to 27.2, compared with an average of 

85 per 1,000 for Latin America as a whole. The figure represents a reduction 
of over 60 percent since 1970. 


This information was released yesterday by RAdm Hernan Rivera Calderon, min- 
ister of health, at a program featuring achievements and future plans of the 
sector held in the Diego Portales Building as part of the government's informa- 
tion campaign. 


Minister Rivera Calderon explained that the country had more than met the goals 
set as part of the Ten-Year Health Plan of the Americas. It has wiped out 
poliomyelitis, reduced the number of deaths due to measles to .1 per 1,000 
(goal: 1), reduced the tuberculosis mortality rate by 51 percent (goal: 

50 percent), reduced infant mortality by 58 percent (goal: 40 percent) and 

the mortality rate for children under the age of 4 by 60 percent (goal: 60 per- 
cent). It reduced maternal mortality by 55.2 percent (goal: 40 percent) and 
raised the Life expectancy of the population in general from 63 to 6/ years. 

At the same time, it predicted that within the near future, Chile will have 
100-percent coverage of its population. 


In his informational talk, the minister stressed that it is a prime task of 
the ministry and health services to take maximum advantage of the budget. In 
1981, that budget rose to $1 billion, amounting to 5.5 percent of the GNP. 


In order to make better use of the budget, participation of the private sector 
has been promoted. Basic health care units were transferred to municipalities 
ond there is an attempt to consolidate the autonomous administration of health 
services and reorganize the supply headquarters, while dissolving the Hospital 
Construction Company and disposing of dispensable property. 

Through the delegation of responsibilities to "complementary, but never substi- 
tute," institutions, he said, the health sector will work to expand health 

care coverage to LOO percent of the population, including those in remote rural 
areas. Within the framework of this policy, he said that the 220 hospitals, 
250 doctors’ offices and 1,200 clinics already operating would be joined by 








189 rural health centers, 13 more doctors' offices and 7 hospitals, at a cost 
of $S40million. He added that another 313 projects have already been completed 
at a total cost of 3.67 billion pesos in 1981, using sectorial financing, the 
social fund and regional funds. 


However, the minister admitted that there were some problems in different 
departments, while emphasizing that the citizens must look at the enormous 
development undertaking, which places the country in a position of leadership 
in the field. 


Private Sector 


Minister Rivera began his report by pointing out that the ministry had embarked 
upon the task of consolidating structures and taking measures of an administra- 
tive, operational, technical and logistical nature in order to make the system 
more efficient and increase coverage to sectors most in need of it. This 
coverage now involves more than 100,000 visits a day. 


He mentioned the far-ranging step of the opening to the private sector through 
measures to reduce care of private patients at government institutions and the 
direct issuance by hospital establishments of documents put out by the National 
Health Fund, and others. 


Within this same context of opening care up to the private sector, preventive 
health care institutions (ISAPRES) were set up by DFL 3 of 1981. These insti- 
tutions will receive 4 percent of contributions. He said that at the present 
time, there are 12 ISAPRES with 46,000 members and a total of 150,000 benefi- 
ciaries. He added that these institutions are growing at a rate of 8,000 
members, which means 24,000 beneficiaries a month. It is estimated that by 
the end of 1982, the ISAPRES will care for 500,000 beneficiaries. 


Transfer to Municipalities 


Rivera said that in keeping with this system, 321 rural health care centers, 
39 urban doctors’ offices and 30 rural clinics, in addition to 154 medical- 
dental stations, had been transferred to the municipalities. 


Rationalization of Resources 


The minister said that in 1981, the health sector's budget amounted to $1 bil- 
lion and that the tax contribution had doubled in the past 5 years. 


In view of the fact that resources are inadequate, even though "we cannot 
demand more,'' measures have been taken to rationalize their use. The supply 
headquarters is undergoing reorganization. It is in charge of supplying all 
equipment and pharmaceutical products. The Hospital Construction Company is 
being dissolved and dispensable property is being sold off. 


Universities 


In this same spirit of rationalization, contractual relations will be estab- 
lished with health services and departments of the universities, clearly 
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setting forth the rights and duties of each and permitting suitable and fair 
relations -- without subsidies -- between both entities. 


lic also mentioned the transfer of cementeries (total of 51), which are outside 
the health field, strictly speaking. 


Environmental Health 


The minister said that the bill creating the Environmental Health Department 

for the metropolitan region is in the final legislative processes. The bill 
would combine the efforts made by the respective departments of the seven 
regional health services. In the meantime, he added, personnel involved 

in environmental programs would be concentrated in the Northern Area Health 
Service and the ministerial regional secretary would be given responsibility 

for carrying out programs for environmental health, environmental pollution 

and for overseeing the distribution of food and occupational health in industry. 


Modernization of Legislation 


At the same time, he announced a study of a bill to modernize existing legis- 
lation in the field in a single, coherent legal code in keeping with changes 
occurring in the country. 


Computers 


He added that this year, a computer system will be set up and connected with 
a national system for the 27 health services. In this way, information on 
the sector will be available instantly, especially regarding the evaluation 
and supervision of health actions. 


Mortality 


Minister Rivera said that one of the mcst important tasks of the sector has 
heen to ensure that health levels reached by our country -- levels that have 
enjoyed spectacular improvement in recent years -- are maintained and contin- 
ued, bringing us closer to developed countries. After pointing out that the 
country has more than exceeded the goals set by the Ten-Year Health Plan for 
the Americas, he emphasized the infant mortality rate because, he added, it 
reflects the country's level of health and social development. He explained 
that in 1973, infant mortality was 65.2 per 1,000, which figure dropped by 
over half in 1980: 31.9, and reached the record rate of 2/7.2 in 1981. 


Rural Health 


rhe minister later said that this year, a specific plan has been worked out 
for a monthly check on mortality and that a Rural Health Department has been 
set up. Priority has been given to Malleco, Nuble, Linares, Arauco, Cautin 
Biobio and Llanquihue provinces. 


He also told of the complementary health program with the supplying of milk to 
nursing children, children under the age of 6, pregnant women and women in 
confinement, at a cost of $80 million in 1982. 


CSO: $010/ 1267 L4 








COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


ATR FORCE OFFICERS PROMOTED TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 20 Mar 82 p Cl 


[Text] At a ceremony held yesterday morning in the O'Higgins Room of La Moneda 
[Executive Mansion], the chief of state officially promoted six coloneis to 

the rank of brigadier general in the Chilean Air Force (FACH) and bestowed 

the President of the Republic decoration on them, with the rank of Grand 
Otticer. 


The FACH colonels promoted to the rank ot brigadier general were: Carlos 
Martinez Stagno, chief of finance; Erick Barrientos Cartagena, director of 
communications and electronics; Dr Elias Jacob Helo, director of health; 
Osvaldo Verdugo Casanova, from the Defense staff; Leopoldo Porras Zuniga, 
commanding officers of the 4th Air Squadron, and Jaime Lavin Farina, director 
of Air Force infrastructure. 


Attending the ceremony were Gen Fernando Matthei, commander in chief of the 
FACH and member of the Government Junta; Lt Gen Washington Carrasco (retired), 
minister of defense; and Col Jorge Iturriagada, unversecretary of aviation 
and the high institutional command. 


The minister of defense spoke on behalf of the president, congratulating the 
aew generals on their promotion. "Your institution, a fundamental pillar of 
national defense, now faces a phase of development and progress that will 
mark a decisive phase in the history of the Air Force and enjoy truly unfore- 
seen heights, thanks to the policies of the president of the republic and your 
institutional commander in chief. This is a reason for special pride, not 
only for those receiving the honor, but also for all men in arms and the 
entire country." 


The undersecretary of aviation then read the respective decrees and finally, 
representing the generals, Brig Gen Carlos Martinez Stagno spoke. 


Full Loyalty 


Martinez Stagno said that they felt pride and satisfaction at achieving the 
goal set and responsibility upon reached the peak of their military careers, 
"without forgetting that we are only men who have the duty to be and must be 
modest in carrying out our obligations." 








He concluded by expressing thanks for the promotion and decoration and told 
the president and General Matthei in particular that they would "have complete 
certainty of having our total loyalty and spirit of service, since I honestly 
believe that today we cross the threshold of service to the country, which 
will find in us our total readiness to make every effort to ensure its great~ 


ness. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


EMPORCHI CHIEF: GOVERNMENT TO RETAIN PORTS 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 2/7 Mar 82 p C9 


[Text] Valparaiso--"The ports will continue to be government property. This 
statement was reiterated yesterday by the director of EMPORCH [Port Enterprise 
of Chile], RAdm Luis Eberhard Escobar (retired), in closing a 3-day meeting 

in Valparaiso with eight port administrators. 


Luis Eberhard said that "confusion has been created with respect to the future 
bidding on port sites. There is no question of their being sold. They will 
only be leased for days, months or years and under certain conditions. What 

is clear is that the ports will continue to be government property, for Chile's 
pier tacilities are not great. Actually, we have few, for which reason we 
must be very careful in administering them.’ 


Administrators 


The director of EMPORCH talked with newsmen yesterday noon, at the close of 
the 3-day meeting which Eberhard Escobar had with eight port administrators. 


The meeting, which began on Wednesday, was attended by Sergio Cabrera, admin- 
istrator of the port of Arica; Alberto Arismendi, from Iquique; Francisco 
Cabrejos, from Antofagasta; Domingo Ormazabal, from Coquimbo; Ivan Leiva, 
from Valparaiso; Raul Urzua, from San Antonio; Carlos Arredondo, from 
Talcahuano-San Vicente; and Mario Ortega, from Puerto Montt. 


The meeting was not attended by the administrator of Punta Arenas, Francisco 
Cubillos, or the official in charge of the port of Chacabuco, Carlos de Rodt. 


"The purpose of this meeting was clear: to update administrators with respect 
to everything being done to comply with Law 18.042, which created the National 
Port Corporation and which also stipulates that the different port administra- 
tions are converted into limited liability companies," Eberhard Escobar said. 


Statfting 


When asked by EL MERCURLO, the director of the Chilean Port Enterprise said 

that the EMPORCH staff is "optimum for the current functions of the Enterprise. 
A total of 1,495 persons, including white- and blue-collar workers, executives 
and professionals. In the future, when EMPORCH no longer has certain functions, 
this staff will no longer be optimum.” 


11,464 17 
CSO: 3010/1267 








COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


STRATEGIC VALUE OF SAN ANDRES ISLAND EXPLAINED 
Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 9 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 10-A 
[Article by Emilio Zogby] 


[Text] San Andres Island, 7 Mar--San Andres Island, the Colombian overseas 
territory of barely 26 sq km, ignored by ourselves and foreigners for centuries, 
has become--not as unexpectedly as some might think--the tiny point that has 
attracted the eyes of the nations involved in the Caribbean crisis and of 

the superpowers that are involved in it, each in its own way. 


Confirmed efforts of the U.S. Government to reach agreement with Colombia 
to obtain facilities for the landing of military aircraft or troops 
movement have generated a number of international and national press com- 
mentaries. 


The contradictions between the foreign ministries of Washington and Bogota 
regarding reports which came from the Pentagon itself once again show that 
the solid walls of one of the buildings where the survival of mankind is 
decided are two fragile to counteract the inquisitive mind of journalists 
and give the feeling that these should be believed more than some top of- 
ficials. 


Why San Andres? 


There is more and older technical, military, geographic, historical and 
sociological information [on San Andres] in Washington's National Archives 
than can be found in all the libraries and official agencies of Colombia. 


Militarily, the island is located on an exceptionally strategic point for 

being in the geographic center of the western Caribbean and 200 km from the 
Nicaraguan coast, 500 from Managua and 700 from El Salvador. Although distances 
become minor inconveniences as a result of the modern arsenal, the deterrent 
power of a force ready for action remains valid. In these days, a Phantom 

F-16 taking off from San Andres would be over Managua in just 7 minutes and 

over San Salvador in 12 minutes; whereas, a MIG taking off from Havana wouid 
take 20 minutes to be over San Andres. 
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fo Guard the Canal 


Speculating based on present realities, the inexorable future of San Andres 
seems to be that of becoming a U.S. military base in the long-term, formally 
or disguised. This is no not only because of the current turmoil in Central 
America, but, looking beyond, because of what will happen in the year 2000 
when it is expected that the Panama Canal wiil pass entirely into the hands 
of the Panamanians. 


According to the agreements being implemented for the agreed upon gradual 
return of the canal, the Panamanian armed forces will be responsible for 
defense of the canal. However, it is taken for granted that the United States 
will not trust the effectiveness of an incipient army as that of Panama. 


Therefore, it is to be expected that once the actions for return of the canal 
are completed, the United States will need a surveillance point on this 

side of the Atlantic, and there is none better than San Andres, located 

400 km fron the canal entrance. 


Defense Inventory 


The Colombian Government began to move militarily in the wake of the 
Nicaraguan claim. It increased the number of soldiers, assigned ships and 
planes for patrols, and created Task Force 11. Later, it acquired the CNT 
(National Confederation of Workers] building near the airport for the "Caribe" 
air group of the FAC [Colombian Air Force], and the fats factory land and 
warehouses on the "El Cove" inlet--the place visited last week by the "USS 
Portland"--for expansion of the naval station. 


The archipelago's defense system rests on two A-37 trainer planes, one or 
two navy tugboats armed with obsolete guns and a small contingent of marines. 


In summary, the islands will not be safe with the precarious means now on 

hand. During a meeting last year, the committee of residents of Providencia 
[Island] requested that artillery guns be placed on the hills, and the proposal 
brought laughter. It is not a laughing matter now, 


9925 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


OPINIONS ON POSSIBLE MILITARY BASE AGREEMENT WITH U.S. 
U.S. Denies Negotiation 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 5 Mar 82 pp l1-A, 9-A 


[Text] The U.S. Embassy yesterday categorically denied that the United 
States is advancing negotiations with Colombia to install U.S. military 
bases on the national cerritory. 


In a statement released yesterday afternoon, the embassy declared that "the 
U.S. Government is not involved in negotiations with Colombia on U.S. bases 
in this country, or on any matter regarding such bases.” 


For his part, Defense Minister Gen Luis Carlos Camacho Leyva yesterday made 
a statement in Cartagena that was interpreted as a favorable opinion on 
Colombia's possible cooperation with the United States in the defense of 
Central America. 


Camacho Leyva said in a brief talk with reporters that "if at a specific 
time we must make a joint effort to defend the Americas, we must make that 
joint effort." 


That was Camacho Leyva's reply when reporters asked him about alleged 

U.S. interest in obtaining permission to install military bases in Honduras 
and Colombia to repel any attempt of communist aggression against Central 
America and the Caribbean. 


There were other reactions yesterday to this possibility. Former President 
Misael Pastrana Borrero said if such negotiations were taking place, the 
political parties should be consulted on the possible installation of U.S. 
bases in Colombia. 


He asserted that any action of this nature requires the approval of those who 
are responsible for the country's policy. However, he noted that "I do not 
believe our government will accept [the bases] because Colombia is very touchy 
about its sovereignty." 











Meanwhile, Guillermo Velez Urreta, vice president of the senate and an 
Alvarista [of the Conservative Party's Alvaro Gomez Hurtado faction], said in 
Medel in that he wasin favor of accepting any proposal on the matter by 
President Reagan. 


The conservative politician explained that ‘being with persons who think as 
we do" is the best way of defending Colombia against international communism. 
However, Liberal Representative Jairo Ortego Ramirez strongly criticized the 
plan of U.S, bases in Colombia, pointing out that if true "T must strongly 
qu2stion the government." 


The opinion generating the greatest expectations was that of General Camacho 
Leyva, who disagreed with his Venezuelan counterpart now visiting Bogota, 
Div Gen Bernardo Leal. The Venezuelan defense minister said he favors 
analyzing more carefully the security conditions under which U.S. assistance 
would be given. 


The senior Venezuelan official recalled that mutual defense treaties currently 
are in force, which could be implemented for any joint action between the 
United States and Latin American countries. 


Senator Speaks 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 5 Mar 82 p 9-A 
[Article by Juan Jose Hoyos] 


[Text] Medellin, 4 Mar--Senate Vice President Guillermo Velez Urreta said 
here today that he was in favor of the Colombian Government accepting the 
offer of President Ronald Reagan to establish a military base on national 
territory to fight communist expansion in the Caribbean. 


He said he favors the U.S. Government initiative, asserting that "being with 
persons who think as we do" is the best way of defending the national territory 
against communism. 


Velez spoke during a poll taken by a local radio station. 


During the same poll, Representative Jairo Ortega Ramirez, member of the House 
First Committee, strongly criticized the plan of U.S. military based in 
Colombia, saying that if true "I must strongly question the government.” 


He asserted that according to the national constitution, only congress has the 
power to permit the installation of bases on our soil. “If the press reports 
regarding this matter are true, construction of the U.S. base would be one 
more case of U.S. Government meddling in our national sovereignty," said the 


congressman. 








Differences of Opinion 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 5 Mar 82 p 9-A 
[Article by Narciso Castro Y.] 


[Text] Cartagena, 4 Mar--The Venezuelan and Colombian defense ministers 
have expressed differences of opinion here regarding the U.S. proposal to use 
military airfields in cases of regional emergencies in the Caribbean. 


Generals Bernardo Leal Puchi, of the neighboring country, and Luis Carios 
Camacho Leyva, of Colombia, expressed diametrically opposite opinions in their 
answer to a question on the matter by the "Libertad" newscast. 


The Colombian minister said: "I believe that if at a specific time we must 
make a joint effort to defend the Americans, we must make that joint effort." 


In turn, the Venezuelan minister replied: ''The autonomy of each country 

is involved here and, logically, what is meant by such cooperation and relations 
on the use of various installations should be analyzed. My country is quite 
clear on the matter of respecting the autonomy of each of the governments and 
countries for their security. We understand that we have ways of cooperating 
together through the treaties and agreements that have been reached among 
countries of the region and in Latin America. These treaties and agreements 

are in force and, within this framework, we will be able to understand 
continental defense much better and more clearly." 


9925 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REAGAN'S COMPARISONS OF VIETNAM, CENTRAL AMERICA NOTED 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 23 Mar 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Luis ™M, Arce: "Reagan's Comparisons" ] 


[Text] Ronald Reagan has made comparisons between Vietnam and Central 
America. 


The masters of comparisons have a unique quality which displays itself in 

the intensity of the object compared, whether in terms of the intrinsic value 
of its content and its form or in terms of the added values. It is always 
more than, less than, or the same as. 


If we say (referring to Central America), in Reagan's words, ''Now there is a 
similarity with the televised coverage of the Vietnam War," we are admitting 
the existence of two comparable intensities of conflict. If we admit (as 
Reagan did), "the televised coverage of the Vietnam War was due to the fact 
that the communications media decided that that war was bad,"’ we are placing 
before us the viewpoint which considers that the Central American conflict 

is also bad for the United States. 


If inorder to defend the view that the North American presence in Central 
America is essential to defend (as Reagan did) the meaning of Yankee aggres- 
sion in Vietnam, the comparison used is indicative of how far the United 
States can go in the Central American conflict. It is equivalent to a confes- 
sion. 


When it is admitted (as Reagan did) that, "North Americans do not understand 
the reasons for U.S. aid to the Central American area and are even coming to 
oppose such aid as they opposed the Vietnam War,'' this is because the in- 
tensities of the objects of comparison (aggression in Vietnam and the 
specifie forms of aggression in Central America) are converging in the con- 
science of the people of the United States to the point of bringing them to 
identify the two conflicts as being the same. 


[f we recall the cost of North American aggression in Vietnam, it is logical, 
Mr President, that the North American people "are even coming to oppose such 
aid as they opposed the Vietnam War." 








If we take into account the obstinacy displayed in fabricating shameful lies 
and the risk of even suffering the greatest kinds of ridicule (the Tardencillas 
case, for example) to justify 1 dangerously aggressive policy toward Central 
America, it is logical, Mr President, that the North American people "are even 
coming to oppose such aid as they opposed the Vietnam War." 


From these comparisons, Mr President, we can draw a conclusion which is at our 
fingertips because it is evident every day: whatever may be the intensity of 
imperialist aggression, the peoples of Central America will not retreat before 
it. 


5170 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MORA HERMAN ACCUSES REAGAN OF LYING ON EL SALVADOR 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 2 Mar 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Carlos Mora Herman: ‘'Reagan and Colombo Are Lying’’] 


[Text] When President Ronald Reagan recently informed the North American 


Congress that in El Salvador violations of human rights by the civilian- 
military junta headed by Jose Napoleon Duarte had lessened, he was lying. 


At least that can be inferred from what was said by Jose Antonio Pastor Ri- 
druejo, a United Nations official for human rights, who stated that in 1981 
the number of assassinations committed by the junta was 11,000 in the first 

ll months of the year. That figure provided by Pastor Ridruejo contrasts with 
what Reagan gave to Congress. 


The fact is that, as President Reagan wanted to convene Congress that the 
Salvadoran junta which is committing genocide is making "a significant effort” 
to respect human rights, the President's advisers decided tc change the 
figures and lie in cynical fashion to support their leader. 


But there is even more in this respect. 


In Rome the Christian Democratic minister of foreign affairs, Emilio Colombo, 
presented before Parliament a report on the situation in El Salvador, at the 
requested of the socialists, the communists, and other forces of the Left 
which support the government. In this report Colombo defended the Salvadoran 
junta and its policies of genocide and termed the accusations made against 
the junta as "oversimplifications."" This also brought out an unexpected 
response to the defenders of this crime. 


Monsignor Luigi bettazzi, bishop of Ivrea and president of an organization 
called, "Pax Christi International," sent an open letter to Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Colombo, putting the dots on the i's regarding the Salvadoran 
situation. The Italian prelate said in the letter that in El Salvador a bloody 
and inhuman campaign of repression is being carried out against the civilian 
population and that the members of the civilian-military junta headed by the 
Christian Democrat Jose Napoleon Duarte are responsible for that situation. 








Monsignor Bettazzi refers to the fact that the acts of repression being carried 
out in the small Central American country have nothing to do with the eventual 
defense needs which the government forces invoke and that, together with para- 
military groups subsidized by economic potentates, they are carrying out 
indiscriminate massacres of entire villages, are applying indescribable 
tortures, and are systematically profaning the corpses of their innocent 
victims. 


In his letter Monsignor Bettazzi expresses surprise that a government which 
calls itself Christian Democratic could have become the accomplice of such 
atrocities and of the death of hundreds of unarmed persons who are periodically 
assassinated by minions of the regime. He adds that, "the spirit of Monsignor 
Arnulfo Romero calls on us to display coherence and courage." 


For all of that the true condition of the present North American government 
headed by Reagan has been unmasked, engaged as it is in intervening, including 
in military fashion, in Central America and the Caribbean, in defense of gangs 
of criminals who are usurping power in countries like El Salvador and 
Guatemala, with the political, economic, and military support of the Washington 
government. 


5170 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA CITY PCC PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE PLENUM HELD 

Review of Party Work in 1981 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA 2 Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Aleida Llirandi|] 


[Text] The Eighth Plenum of the PCC Provincial Committee for the city of 
Havana has been held, presided over by Julio Camacho Aguilera, member of the 
Politburo and party first secretary in the capital; Jorge Valdes, member of 
the Central Committee and party second secretary; and other members of the 
Executive Bureau of the party in the province. 


The most important point raised at the meeting concerned the report on party 
work in the province during 1981. In the report the economic performance of 
the territory during the past year stood out as satisfactory, with 104.8 
percent of the plan for commercial production completed, an increase which was 
considerable, compared with the previous year. 


Productivity was above the mean salary, for the plan was over completed by 
9.3 percent, while the mean salary was 7 percent above the plan. 


During the period under review Semisynthetic Antibiotics Plant was completed 
as one of the 19 selected control investment projects in the province. The 
completion of the economic plan, seen in an overall way, was positive, al- 
though it will be necessary to improve the indicators on which are projected 
the budget allocations assigned by the government to the province. We must 
work to achieve better control over the use of these resources, as was pointed 
out at the meeting. 


During the year the tasks of work organization reflected a satisfactory balance, 
since 223,000 work norms were completed and about 40,000 workers were brought 
under the system of pay on the basis of productivity, as a result of which by 
now 230,000 workers in the province receive their salaries under (‘nat pay 
system, as was pointed out in the analysis. It also became known that the 

number of workers who receive premium payments doubled to reach the present 
figure of 100,000 workers. 
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That notable and positive impulse given to work organization during the year 
was due in large part to the application of the general salary reform to 
617,131 workers in the capital. 


It was reported that during the period under review close attention was paid 

to the balance between income and outgo of the circulating fund, which resulted 
in a study of the handling of debts owed by the people to the state. This 
broveght out the fact that there has been serious deterioration in the control 

of some activities, such as urban reform, gas distribution, infant care centers, 
the collection of taxes owed by private parties, and other matters. In this 
connection a series of measures was adopted which are already being implemented, 
in order to deal with these situations. 


Another positive aspect worthy of note at the meeting was that which concerned 
a number of indicators of the people's living level, which showed a tendency 
toward improvement during the year. This tendency was expressed in per capita 
income and expenditure, in the reduction of the rate of infant mortality, 

in the membership capacity of infant care centers, in the number of passengers 
by bus and automobile compared to the population, in the number of radios and 
TY sets distributed, the number of seats sold in the movie theaters, and the 
number of teachers. 


Another aspect discussed at the Plenum of the Provincial Committee of the party 
and in which positive tendencies were observed was the consolidation of the 
mechanisms in the system for the direction and planning of the economy. In 

this area the so far still modest progress made in the process of economic 
planning was emphasized, particularly in terms of the participation of the 
workers in the assemblies for discussion and information on economic statistics. 


Production by Basic Industries 


In another part of the report's analysis production of the various elements of 
the basic industrial sector of the province was discussed. It appeared that 
production was higher than that recorded in 1980, resulting in a 104-percent 
conpletion of the technical economic plan. 


The chemical branch registered satisfactory results in terms of its principal 
production elements, among which the overcompletion of production plans for 
fuels and lubricants at the "Nico Lopez'’ refinery stood out. 


Despite the results achieved in this branch, there were shortfalls in some 
productive areas, such as tires, due to a lack of raw materials, principally 
nylon and rayon, as well as in the production of mixed fertilizers, caused by 
frequent industrial stoppages, the breakdown of vehicles, a shortage in tools, 
and instability in transportation facilities. 


In the electricity sector the distribution network was mentioned, in which 
the performance of all the indicators was positive. 


Tt was also reported during the plenum that toward the end of 1981 the Plaza 
sub-station was put into operation, which will improve the service in an ex- 
tended area of the city. It was also learned that there has been considerable 
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progress made in the construction of the Guanabacoa sub-station, which will 
enter into service in 1982, to benefit electrical operating conditions in the 
Eastern Havana, Regla, and Guanabacoa municipalities. 


Another important point in this sector covered the plan for the maintenance of 
public lighting, under which the illumination level in 28 of the principal 
streets and avenues was improved, through the installation of sodium and mer- 
cury lights. 


It was also stated that the work of the "Jose Marti" Enterprise (formerly 

the Antillana de Acero Company [Antillian Steel Company]) and the "Cubana de 
Acero" [Cuban Steel Company] was well done. In this connection an improved 
organization of the work, the role played by political and mass organizations, 
and especially the effort made by the workers of these companies contributed 
to this result. 


Construction Activity 


In analyzing the work of the delegation of MICONS [Ministry of Construction] 
in the city of Havana it was reported that, taking into account the delays and 
shortfalls in some construction projects and programs, the effort made by the 
enterprises assigned to the delegation was fully recognized. These enterprise 
were able to respond to the needs posed by a group of vitally necessary 
projects, such as those connected with defense, health, education, and other 
areas. 


The Housing Construction Union achieved 90 percent of its construction and 
assembly plan, corresponding to the 93 percent achievement registered in the 
housing program. 


The housing plan was affected by the delayed receipt of some safety material, 
as well as by the delay in the entry into production of plants which were to 
provide prefabricated components. 


In the livestock area it was stated in the course of the analysis that the 
livestock branch overachie ved the plan in 1981 in terms of the cattle herds, 
the production of milk, the delivery of beef and poultry, the gathering of 
eges, and the production of animal fodder. 


The economic results from livestock activity in the province can be considered 
satisfactory, as reflected in the fact that almost all of the enterprises in- 
volved achieved or overachieved the plans for commercial production, in raising 
labor productivity, and in the reduction of the cost of production by weight 
and in the median salary. In addition, several enterprises in this sector 
anticipated losses in the last 6 months of 1981 but instead registered gains. 


[In matters related to public health, during the year there was an increase of 
569,689 outpatient consultations, and there was an improvement in services 
with the establishment of intensive therapy centers in pediatric hospitals. 








It was noted by the plenum that cancellations of medical appointments have 
declined, as has the loss of the results of diagnostic services and the waiting 
list to obtain appointments with medical specialists. Despite these achievements 
there are still difficulties in the form of inadequate treatment of patients 

in some localities. 


In this connection there was broad discussion of the measures which will be 
taken, including the careful selection of personnel beginning work in the 
public health area. 


During the Plenum of the Provincial Committee of the Party reports were also 
presented on the work periormed during the months of November and December 

of 1981 in the medical pharmaceuticals industry, on the movement of enthusiastic 
young people through the UJC [Union of Young Communists] and other mass 
Organizations, as well as on the organization and work performed in the 
formation and development of the Territorial Troops Militia [MIT] in the city 

ot Havana during the past year. 


Functioning and Organization 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 2 Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Aleida Llirandi} 


[Text] The work of the Provincial Committee of the Party included the 
evaluation of its organizational state and its functioning, as well as work 
completed in internal education. It was noted that the "Capital Orlando 
Pantoja" Provincial Party School has continued its work of political and 
ideological training of members and cadres of the party, with satisfactory 
results. It has made a positive contribution in the spreading of Marxism- 
Leninism in the national educational system, the Centers of Political and 
Ideological Improvement, and in other courses and at other levels of 
education. 


During the period under review the first conference on themes of 
Marxism-Leninism was also held thereby achieving an objective set forth by the 
Second Congress of the party. The linking of students and professors to the 
practice of party work was also achieved, an aspect which recorded further 
progress during the year, which must be consolidated in the next phase. 


Another important development was the improvement in quality achieved in the 
Centers of Political and Ideological Improvement during the course which ended 
in July 1981. A total of 14,976 students have graduated from the different 
levels offered at the centers, 


The work of the party in the area of revolutionary orientation was also eval- 
uated by the party meeting. It was pointed out that the work of agitation and 
propavanda was carried forward on the basis of the agreements reached at the 
Third Coagress of the party and the party lines approved at the party Pro- 
vincial Assembly. 








Regarding party activities including work in science, culture, and teaching 
centers, it was of vital importance to learn that the indicators for the 
1980-81 course were stable and corresponded with the improvement in the levels 
of the demands made by the party leadership and the government, since these 
results reflect the reality which confronts the national system of education 


and are found to be in accordance with the deficiencies and difficulties whith 
still remain. 


It was also stated at the meeting that in the field of elementary, secondary, 
ind pre-university education the entering classes were declining slightly in 
numbers, while the remaining classes were similar in size or larger by compari- 
son with the past course. The continuation of school attendance was up in 

all levels of education by conparison with the previous period. 


Other indicators, such as schcol attendance, educational and productive work, 
and attendance at field activities registered notable advances during the 
period of the present course. 


7150 
CSO: 3010/1268 











COUNTRY EL SALVADOR 


COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER SHAFIK HANDAL ON U.S. INTERVENTION 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 26 Feb - 4 Mar 82 pp 34-35 


[Interview with Shafik Jorge Handal, secretary general of the Communist Party 
of El Salvador, by Guenrij Borovik; date and place not given] 


[Text] "The recent attack on the Junta's air base tear San 
Salvador, in which 20 planes and 8 helicopters were destroyed, 
is not only a military success, but a harsh blow to the 
fighting spirit of the Junta's army. On the other hand, the 
patriots have become stronger and their crushing blows to 
the enemy heavier. One has only to point out the Usulutan 
operation: the patriots took the city and have held it for 
7 days. More and more youths are joining our ranks." It is 
the secretary general of the Communist Party of El Salvador, 
Shafik Jorge Handal, speaking. This communist leader is a 
member of the organizations directing and coordinating the 
Salvadoran guerrillas. For years the Junta has been pro- 
claiming his death; the name of Handal is a legend among 

the workers and peasants of El Salvador. MUNDO OBRERO 
offers its readers the first interview with Handal published 
in Spain. 


"The U.S. Government," Handal explains, "is the chief pilot for the Salvadoran 
Junta. Everybody knows this. If the Reagan government were not supporting 
the Junta, the bloody fighting in El Salvador would have ended a long time 
ago. President Reagan began to escalate American interference in fl Salvador's 
internal affairs and increased aid to the Junta immediately when he came to 
power. During the past year, military aid to the Junta, the number of 
specialized American military personnel in the country and economic assistance 
to the antipopular regime have increased constantly. 


However, the U.S. Government did not achieve its intended objective. The 
strugzle of El Salvador's patriots, headed by the Farabundo Marti Front for 
National Liberation and the Democratic Revolutionary Front, has frustrated 
the Junta's plans, in spite of the fact that in 1981 alone 30,000 civilians 
died at the hands of the Junta and more than half a million Salvadorans had ti 
go into exile." 








[Question] What is the condition of El Salvador's patriotic forces now? 


'‘Answer] The revolutionary fighters of El Salvador have succeeded not only 

in defending the regions we control against the Junta's soldiers and saving 
the lives of thousands; we have also taken the military initiative. Since 
December, 1980 we have been increasingly on the offensive. Man; of the units 
the enemy had scattered throughout the country have been disarmed or 
liquidated. As a result of this offensive we have captured a large quantity 
of arms and ammunition. At the same time we carried out more wide-ranging 
operations. We made incursions into important cities and cut the enemy's 
communications. The enemy has suffered heavy losses; ours have been practically 
minimal. 


'Question] What is the nature of the "elections" called tor 24 March in El 
Salvador? 


[Answer] It is not difficult to see Washington's maneuver here. On the 

basis of these elections, the Reagan government has decided to establish a 
"lecislative assembly" which, supposedly, should reflect the will of the 
people and brand El Salvador's patriots a "handful of terrorists." Washington 
hopes that with the creation of the "legislative assembly" it will be able, 
"legally," to send troops from reactionary Latin American regimes to El 
Salvador to defeat the revolutionary movement. Two political measures have 
already been adopted to carry out this plan. 


In December of last year, the United States received formal support from the 
Organization of American States for the holding of elections in El Salvador. \ 
In Januarv, it created the so-called Central American Democratic Community, 
made up of El Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica. The agreement concerning 
this alliance provides that these three nations may request foreign military 
intervention under the pretext of "the struggle against terrorism." You can 
understand that in this way a political mechanism has been prepared for 

direct intervention by the United States in the countries of Central America. 


[Question] Can we expect the United States to be successful in carrying out 
this plan? 


[Answer] The United States has been mistaken in this way: The recent 
victories of the National Liberation Front [FLN] have demonstrated that the 
army of the Salvadoran Junta is demoralized and that the governing administra- 
tion of the country is doomed to failure. A situation has been created 
similar to that of Vietnam at the beginning of the 1970's, when the troops 

of the Saigonese puppets could no longer offer any resistance to that country's 
patriots. The United States assumed the entire burden of that dirty war. 

fhe same fate awaits the Americans in El Salvador. 


This is causing more concern in public opionion in the United States and is 
forcing Washington to prepare for direct intervention against our country 
behind the backs of its own people. 


We know that the United States has in a state of combat readiness five Marine 
brigades which can be transferred at any given moment to El Salvador. We also 
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<now that a few days ago there was a secret meeting of military leaders of 
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador in which an agreement was reached on 
joint action against El Salvador's revolutionary forces. 


This took place directly in conjunction with the interventionist plans of 
the United States. Everyone knows that a few days ago the United States gave 
the Salvadoran Junta $55 million, of which $25 million is compensation for the 
loss of planes and helicopters destroyed by the guerrillas at the air base. 
The remaining $30 million is for the acquisition of new air combat equipment. 
El Salvador has neither pilots nor the auxiliary personnel for the new planes 
Junta will receive from the United States behind the backs of its own 
people and the Congress. Washington has decided to send El Salvador a number 
of additional military pilots and auxiliary personnel. This is nothing other 
than a growing interference by the United States in El Salvador's interna! 
iftairs--an intervention. The Washington government hopes that constant bom- 
bardment otf the positions of the Salvadoran patriots will halt their offensive 
and help win time to restore the combat capability of the Salvadoran Army. 
However, I can state with full responsibility that these bombardments will in 
no way change the position of the guerrilla detachments of the front. We 
learned a long time ago how to defend ourselves from them. The victims of 
these bombardments will be primarily civilians and children. Statistical data 
show that eight out of every 10 American weapons used in El Salvador injure 
defenseless children, old people and women. 


the 


in summary I would like to emphasize that the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front is proposing and seeking political solutions in El Salvador, 
but it the Junta and Washington prefer war, their plans to destroy the 
revolutionary movement in El Salvador will be thwarted. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES PROGRAM AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Mar 82 pl 


[Text ] 


THE People’s Revolutionary 
Go-emment (PRG) is embark- 
ing on a major long-term 
programme to create more 
jobs and eliminate unemploy- 
ment completely. 

The programme started yes- 
terday, with a national four- 
day census of the unemploy- 
ed throughout the country. 

It will reach a high point 


.on May 16, with a national 


conference on unemployment 
comprising about 1,000 
delegates from the mass or- 
ganisations, trade unions, the 
armed forces, training insti- 
tutions and the private sect- 
or. 

The drive to provide more 
jobs is being spearheaded by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Education and 
Youth Affairs, and the Nation- 
al Youth Organisation (NYO), 

Minister of  Agmiculture 
George Louison explained that 
the census will give accurate 
figures on unemployment in 
the country. A survey done 
two years ago, he said, esti- 
mated the number of un- 
employed at 10,460 or about 
27 per cent of the population. 


Of these, about 60 per cent 
were youths, between the 
ages of 16-30 and about 68 
per cent were female, meaning 
tha young women are the 
' eople most likely without 
work. 

The census, Min. Louison 
said, will gather basic informa- 
tion on unemployeds in the 
country, to compile a register, 
showing the age and sex of the 
unemployed, areas of the 
country in which they live, 
their education and_ skills, 
the jobs they want, their 
expectations and the training 
they need. 

With the data from the 


census, he said, the national 
conferen :e will convene to 


discuss ways of creating new 
jobs and eliminating unem- 
ployment and to come up 
with a concrete plan of action. 
“We are seeking to involve 
the entire people in our 


country in a series of actions 
to take place in 1982 and 


beyond,” said Min. Louison. 


After the picn is formulated 
and discussea mm May, he said, 
‘so will have the rest of 
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the year to move towards 
implementation.”” During the 
course. of the year, the pro- 
gramme would have already 
produced some jobs. 

The unemployment drive 


comes in the wake of this 
as Min Louison noted, “we 


cannot afford to have 40,000 
acres of land lying idle when 
we are importing food.’’ How- 
ever, jobs will also come 
in agro-industries and fisheries. 

The programme, he said, will 
help strengthen NACDA, 
which has already helped over 
being declared the Year of 
Economic Construction, the 
national debates on the budget 
and the economy, and the 
earlier moves to marry “idle 
lands with idle hands” spear- 
headed by the Land Reform 
Commission and the National 
Co-operative Development 
Agency (NACDA). 

There, are already a number 
of economic programmes com- 
ing on. stream this year, 
which will provide more 
jobs, Min. Louison said. 

Most of the jobs created 
will be on the land. because 
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200 youths torm co-operatives 
but has been lhmited by not 
having enough ground sup- 
port. 

Moreover, ‘“‘we are not 
mystified by unemployment. 
We view it as a feature of 
capitalism and as part of 
the whole legacy of slavery, 
colonialism and anti-1m- 
perialism. Therefore, we see 
unemployment as a necessary 
basis for the new society we 
are building.” 

The ground work will come 
from the NYO, which will be 
conducting the census, and 
will be mobilising their mem- 
bers and unorganised youths, 
to see the importance of co- 
operating with the census, of 
taking part in the conference 
and zone council discussions, 
and of finding solutions to un- 
employment. 

With Min. Louison were 
Secretary for Youth Affairs 
and NYO chairman’ Leon 
Cornwall and NYO general 
secretary Major Tan Bartholo- 
mew, who will head the 
committee that will do the 
groundwork. 








COUNTRY S®mCTION GUYANA 


TEXT OF BURNHAM'S 12TH NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Feb 82 pp l, 4, 6, ll 


[Text] President Forbes Burnham said last night that self-reliance in the 
Guyanese context must become a reality, as Guyana would have to make its way 
in the world "primarily by our own efforts". 


In his address at the National Park, where thousands had gathered to witness 
the traditional flag-raising ceremony marking yet another Republic anniversary, 
Cde Burnham also referred to the forthcoming Caricom summit and the crucial 
need for it to be successful. 


Here is the text of the President's address. 


So far we have had a wonderful Mash, spirits have been high! The workers' 
parade was outstanding--the best ever! The cultural presentations have been 
excellent. The Mass Games tomorrow will maintain the tradition of discipline 
and spectacle, and I have no doubt that the float parade and tramp on Sunday 
next will excel those that came before. 


It is indeed fitting that we should celebrate the Anniversary of our Republic, 
the anniversary of that day when we sought to make a reality of independence 
in psychological, economic, and social terms. The measure of success that we 
have achieved is there for all to see. Metaphorically, our stature in the 
world has increased. We sit in the highest councils of the international com- 
munity and in spite of our modesty, are the spokesman for many of our brethren. 


Internally, we have domesticated our economy and brought about revolutionary 
changes in the society. Poverty and lowliness of birth are no longer an im- 
pediment to enjoying the highest forms of education and training. We take or- 
Gers from none. We give orders to no one. Our stomachs are full and our peo- 
ple are reasonably clad. Though we are not yet all housed as comfortably as 
our Party and Government would wish, the thousands of housing units are proof 
of our seriousness and commitment, and before this decade ends there will be 
no Guyanese not well housed. 


All these factors have brought about in their train, problems which are essen- 
tially a product of two worlds. On the one hand there is the background of 


the English Colonial experience with its bureaucratic emphasis on law and 
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order, social control, non-development, and the collection of taxes. On the 
ris the necessity and the desire for the ruthless efficiency which alone 


he goods and services necessary for rapid transformation of our 
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Tre domestication of our economy by necessity pitch-forked sons who were un- 
tutored in the affairs of commercial and industrial management, to positions of 
responsibility. This was a challenge to which some failed to rise, pre- 
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ferring instead to rely on the gentility 5€ 'file-work' and buck-passing rather 
he creativity and initiative demanded by the new situation. 
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The social egalitarianism which we preacn and practise and the camaraderie with 
which we removed the invidious social and financial @istinctions in the quest 

“or socialist dignity, togetherness, and co-operativism have in some instances, 
far from releasing creative energy, produced a back-slapping syndrome ana a 


beggar-your-neighbour neither the desire nor the her new found benefactor. i 
attnude. We must take full © competence to invade any was only several decades 
advantage of the climate of country, and therefore, these after, when some dispute 
opportunity created by the unfnendly acts on the part of arose as to the delmutations 
removal of rank, weakh and our neighbour cannot be of the boundary, that, 


inherited privilege as indices interpreted as defensive. Venezuela with a new 
of worth and build a new They are palpably offensive! champion, the United States 
society and economy. The untenable Venezuelan of Amenca. persuaded Bntain 


During this same penod, we claim is based on that to «sign the Treaty of 
have been exposed to the country’s alleged = suc- Washington in 1897, under 
realities of the world; we have acca to the a. pagerdy Arbitration Tribunal 
matured; we have learnt neral of Venezuela. It set up. 

the hard school of life. We therefore finds its origin in _ That Tribunal handed down 
have for instance, eamt that the annals of Spanish its decision in Pars in 1899 
greed and territorial ex- colonialism, going backtoa fixing =the extent of 
pansionism are still abroad, penod when the Europeans Venezuelan and British 
and that a smail earnestly carved out empires and both holdings in the Essequibo and 
struggling nation can still be termory and peopk were laying down the boundary 
the obgct of envy, hostility, chattel. Some false sem lime. Then the Government of 
and enmity directed against it blance of historicity iS in Venezuela exulted over its 
by a rich and relatively troduced by an attempt to victory won at the expense of 


powerful neighbour. demarcate the westem ‘he Bntish Colonial Empire 

Malinka boundaries of what the and accepted the Paris 

SPURIOUS CLAM Dutch heid when they won Award as full, perfect, and 
Four months from aor te oe independence from fimnal. : 

Protocol of Port-of-Spam 1 pain in the sixteenth steed 

come to an end. Venezuela century. ALLBGATIONS 

has exercised her nght not to In -1815, goes the Over fifty years later, 


renew that Protocol. We do Venezuelan argument, when Venezuela sought to attack 
not quarrel with our oi-nch Holland ceded the colony of | the Award and raised the 
neighbour for exercising her Guiana to Bntain, the former issue of the boundary at the 
mght, but when the exercse did not occupy any land west United Nations in 1962. In 
of that nght s accompanied of the Essequibo River, which support of the allegation of 
by spunous claims to over must therefore, be taken as the invalidiry of the Award, 
two-thirds of Guyana, the eastern boundary of Venezuela depended on a 
economic aggression in Venezuela and the westem posthumous note left by one 
international forums, the boundary of the former Malet Prevost, an Amencan 


purchase of expensive British Guana, now Guyana. lawyer, who had been one of 
weapons of war, and the Subsequent to 1815 and in the most junior counsel! m the 
strengthening of border the early 19th century, when Venezuelan team in 1899. 

brigades, then one must ask Venezuela under the kt is apposite to note, that 


— “For what purpose and to leadership of Simon Bolvar this note was dictated by Mr. 
what end are all of these wrested independence from Prevost in February 1944, one 
things meant?” Spain with the assistance of month after he had been 

Guyana claims no termtory Britain, there was no quarrel awarded si the highest 
whatsoever. Guyana has on the part of the former with Venezuelan National Honour 
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— ‘The Order of the 
Liberator’. Also of mterest 
was hs request that, the 
note should not be published 
until after his death. By that 
rime of course, all the 
dutmguished and not so 
disunguished participants in 
the Arbitation Tnbunal were 
jong dead and could not 
answer tus calummes. 


POLITICAL DEAL 


Venezuela’s claim sthat the 
Award was invalid 
because it was based on a 
poliucal deal between the 
United Kingdom and Russia 
to which the Amencans 
agreed. It is not as ongmally 
propounded a claim to 
westem Essequibo, and 
unless Venezuela renounces 
the Treaty of Washington of 
1897, technic:Jy, even if her 
contention iy ccctect, there 
will stil have to be at this late 
Stage,a fresh arbitration. 

As Guyana moved to in- 
dependence in 1966, together 
with Bntam and Venezuela 
she signed the Geneva 
Agreement on the 17th 
February, 1966, which among 
many other things provided 
for the establshment of a 
Guyana/ Venezuela Mixed 
Commission, charged wah 
the task of finding a 
satisfactory sounon torthe 
practical settlement of the 
controversy between 
Venezuela andthe United 
Kingdom which had ansen as 
a result of the Venezuelan 
-ontention that the Arbitral 


Award of 1899 handed ~ 


down on the frontier between 
British Guiana and Venezuela 
aas null and void. 

\fter four years, in spte of 
the best efforts of the 
Guyanese Commussioners,the 
\fixed Commussion could find 
no solution, for the 
Venezuelan Government and 
Commissioners refused to 
produce matenal or argument 
in support of the contention 
of mvalidity. Throughout, the 
Venezuelan atttude was that 
all of Essequibo, west of the 
cver Essequibo, was hers and 
that the Award in the 1897 
Treaty was amore and 
relevant histoncal incadent 

in 1970, the Government of 
Guvana, ever wilhng to enter 
into discussion, dialogue and 


negotiation,  .signedthe 
Protoco: of Pon-of-Spam, 


the signatones to which were, 


as in the case of the Geneva 
Agreement, Britain, 
Venezuela and Guyana. 
Now that Venezuela has 
refused to permit automatic 
renewal of the Protocol, 
Guyana stands ready as 
provided by Article IV of the 
Geneva Agreement to have 
recourse to any one of the 
means of settlement provided 
under article 33 of the Charter 
ofthe United Nations. These 
include negotiation. , enquiry, 
mediation, conciliation , 


arbitration, fudicial settlement 


— obviously bv the Inter- 
national Courtsof Juste 
— resort to regional agences 
Or organisations or other 
peaceful means of settlement 
as mutually agreed bv the 
two parties. One means set 
out under Article 33 of the 
Cuarter, which is closed to 
Guyana, S feson to the 
regronal agency of the 
Ormanisation of Amencan 
States, for by another Treaty 
ot Washine' »n and on the 
insistence vo: Venezuela, 


. Guyana is nov and cannot be 


a member ot that 
Organisation as it is at present 
constituted. 

When | paid a State visit to 
Venezuela on the 2—3 
Apni last year; | proposed to 
the President of Venezuela 
that we continue a round of 
discussions and negouations 
with a view to a peaceful 
solution. Such discussions 
were to be at the evel of 
Presidents, Minsters and 
Officials, and I invited the 
Venezuelan President to 
retum my visit. Though he 
intimated that Venezuela 
proposed to exercise its nght 
to terminate {he Protocol of 
Port-of-S pain, he did agree to 
the continuing of dialogue as 
proposed by me. 

What has happened since 
then, is history; the 
Venezuela's raucous 
reassertion of her claim to 
Westem ji Essequibo; her 
attempt to block the World 
Bank's sponsorship of our 
Hydro Power Propgct; the 
pontifical statement that the 
Hydro Power Project is 
neither suitable for, or in the 
interest of Guyana; her 


lobbying of international 
agencies against mvestment 
in, OF sponsorship of progcts 
in Western  Essequibo; 
protests to mations and 
corporations involved or to 
be involved in economic 
ventures along with the 
Goverment of Guyana mn the 
area; a general campaign of 
economk aggression; in- 
terference in the mtemal 
affairs of Guyana; vilification 
of the Guyana Govemment 
and people; repeated 
violations of our air space; 
the violation of (*:vana’s 
terrtonal mtegrty by an 
invasion into the Guyana 
portion of Ankoko © island in 
September - 1966 and its 
conunued illegal occupation 
since that ume, and last but 
not least her attempt to 
appropriate Guyana’s off- 
shore waters in July, 1968. 
We know not what other 
adventures may be indulged 
in by our neighbour. We hope 


good sense will prevail. We 


stand ready to parucipate in 
dialogue. We beheve in a 


‘peaceful resolution of the 


problems and differences 
between civilsed nations, but 
it would be the Olympus of 
foly if we do not prepare 
for the defence of our 
termtory at all levels and in 
every field. 


This will not be easy, and 
without the attendant 
sacrifices. We shall have to 
prepare our defences on the 
ground. In this context, I refer 
to the motto of the Guyana 
People’s Militia — -—— ‘Every 
Citizen a Soldier, Every 
Soldier a Citizen’. We shall 
have to seek every means of 
teling our story to the word, 

the story of how a small 
nation s& being pressured; 
how a young nation is being 
hampered in the develop- 
ment of its resources forthe 
benefit of its people. 


lt seems a great pry at this 
stage, at this point of our 
history, in the circumstances 
of our economx situation 
that we should have to divert 
scarce resources from 
development to military 
defence. But unless we 
defend our patnmony and 
hold a, there will be nothing 
todevelop. What is at stake is 








our very survival! What s at 
stake are the fruits of the 
Revolution — _ social, 
economic and poimical — 
begun sixteen years ago and 
hallmarked twelve years ago 
on the 107th anniversary of 
that historic Revolution, 
started by the great Cuffy. 

We do not envy our neigh- 
bours ther great Liberator, 
Sut we too have our hero, an 
ex-slave. They must not pass, 
they shall noi pass. Not one 
cuirass! Not a blade of grass! 

Within a few days, Defence 
Bonds wil be availabe for 
sale. & is the persenal duty 
and obligation cf each of us 
io invest in these bonds, and 
therefore, in the terntonal 
imtegmty of our country; to 
wnvest in the survival of this 
green land of Guyana; to 
invest in the ultumate success 
of the Revolution which has 
brought us sO many benefits. 

1982, Comrades, has deen 
designated the ‘Year of 
Defence’, defence agamst 
woukl be aggressors and 
expansionists; defence 
against economuc cnses and 
penis; defence against those 
who would subvert our 
revolution. 

Everyone accepts the need 
to mobilise in order to 
preserve the temtonal m- 
tegmty of Guyana, but the 
effecuveness of this process 
can be enhanced only by the 
successful explotation and 
mobilisation of our matenal 
and economi resources. 

In this respect, 1981 has 
been a temvle year, perhaps 
as & has een for several 
other ccuntnes, developed 
and developing, capitalist 
and socialist. Not a day 
passes wiahout our reading of 
recession in the United 
States, unemployment m 
Bntain, France and West 
Germany, economic dif- 
ficulties in Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia, unpaid 
debts in Costa. Rica, 
unachieved targets im the 
Soviet Union and proposals 
tor rescheduling of payments 
inade by Soviet Corporations 
to. Japanese creditors. 
Indeed, wt is a hapless tale 
which bespeaks a universal 
problem and transcends 
ide olog cal boundanes. [refer 


to these facts, not because 
they give any particular 
solace, nor yet again to 
counsel a placid acceptance 
of inevitable world doom. | 
merely mention them to do 
away with self-pay and to 
iJustrate that Guyana is not 
unique in her problems. 

in i981, bauxxe showed a 
loss of $90,0Million ana 
Sugar one of $82,0 Milgon, n 
spite of an_ increased 
production of 11,5 per cent 
over that of i980. The export 
eamings of nce increased by 
32 per cent m value ‘though 
the production targets were 
net met for diverse reasons”, 
bu. the Guyana Rice Boara 
registered a loss of $2,1 
Million. The Central 
Government deficit) on 
current accounts was $312,0 
Milbon and that of Public 
Corporations was $60,0 
Million as against a surplus of 
$123,0 Million in 1980. Let it 
be admitted, however, thai 
several individual cor- 
porations did eam a surplus 
without which the public 
corporate detki woud have 
been much larger. Our 
Balance of Payment deft 
was of the order of over 
$500.0M. Our national 
consumption increased by 5 
per cent while in terms of 
value, our production 
decreased by half of one per 
cent. . 

Comrades, the fact is that m 
i981 we lived beyond our 
means and our defeits were 
financed from external flows 
and intemal borrowings from 
the banking system. This is 
intolerable and, unkess the 
trends are reversed, will lead 
to bankruptcy. 

k is accurate to ascribe 
some of the short falls to 
unseasonable and unusual 
weather conditions, and 
others to unfavourable terms 
of trade, particularly in sugar 
and bauxute. Nonetheless, we 
must apply our minds and 
energies to righting the 
Suuazion. 

it & true that ours is very 
much part of the world 
economy. I s&s ime that we 
cannot hope to be unaffected 
by what happens beyond our 
borders. k is true thai we 
have to reckon with milation 
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in the industrialised and 
developed countnes, but itis 
equally tue that we have 
resources and potentials 
which, in the circumstances 
of our relatively small 
economy, can, if effectively 
and imaginatively exploied, 
ensure survival and 
movement forward. 

kt seems obmous trom the 
statistics of 1981, that the 
first task of the nation ts to 
increase production and 
productivity and to meet our 
targets. Such an increase will 
in all cases reduce relative 
overheads and unm costs of 
production. Consequent on 
this, wil be the the removal 
of most of our losses and the 
creation of sigmificant sur- 
pluses. In some instances, 
like those of nce and umber, 
for which there are unlimited 
markets abroad, higher 
targets if achieved will eam 
substantial tranches of 
foreign exchange reducing 
‘our balance: of payment 
deficit, while at the same time 
providing employment and 
the means for purchasing 
equipment which we cannot 
ourselves yet produce, but 
which is. needed for 
rehabilaation and _ further 
development. 

At the same time ft is 
mmperative that we make the 
fullest use of our resources 
partic ularly in agriculture and 
forestry by supplying 
ourselves with commodities 
and articles which now We 
tend to mport but cannot 
realty afford. For instance, 
self-sufficiency in edible ol 
which is possible, will mean a 
reduction of over $20,0Min 
imports and if, we were to 
produce , as we can, beyond 
our domestic needs, there is 
again a market particularly in 
the Caribbean for such 
surpluses. For instance, why 
do we still use imported 
corrugated metal for roofing 
whe. it is within our com- 
peteace to produce shingles 
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oduce ‘neugh coin and 
sorghum tor human and 
“ima CONS UMPLION - 

These three exampies arse 
cemanly not exhaustive but 
merely idustrative and many 
have been the ideas and 
proposals put forward by the 
people, which with 
refinement and earnest 
execution, can make a 
senous and favourable ium- 
pact on our Balance ot 
Payments and economy in 
general. 

Xt the moment, our main 
sxporn to Cancom is nee and 
even thougn our exports 
ave not dropped but wn tact 
nave mereased, we do not 
fully sausfy that market. Then 
there are the non-traditional 

vegetabkes, meat, and meat 
products, The Carncom 
market in these is a 
multroulion -dollar market. 

The lands being brought 
under productive Occupation 
in the Tapakuma, and 
\iMLA, this year and cater at 
Black Bush Polder, are there 
to produce, and in even most 
ot the coastal areas outside 
of these schemes, there are 
laree tracts of lands which 
with some minimal 1n- 
‘rastructure and wah = the 
applkation of human effort 
should and can_ yield 
bountiful harvests. 

You wil note that P have 
nade little or mo reference to 
ne overain ands and those 
‘re aintedand which are to be 

ind in places like the foot 
nul, ot the Kanu ku range and 


——_— 


he tertile  valieys ot the 
copper Mazaruni and in the 
Viahdia , Tumatumary - 


Konawaruk Tnangle. 
Comrades , we can _ 
-ontinue ad nauseam [0 
ddentity resources tor which 
we have fairty readily ac- 
cesible and gaping markets 
in Cancom and beyond, 
ssources which can yield 
mullions, in oF Out ot 
recession. We have no mgnt 
to be strugeling and baling 
gals. We may not in our 
me win the mcehes which 
ie oto. be) tound n the 
med countnes, Dut we 


have no mnt to De Poor 


] mm 4, tr 
iat ne dumil tnai tne 
” -mment nas deen remiss 
“~ ,O 6 eho 
not pushing some of the 


relevant programmes with 
the necessary enemy. Let me 
admit that too trequently, my 
government and I have 
tended too readily to make 
allowances for old tastes, 

habits, and preterences, and 
cultural and coloniat 
tradiuons, al calculated to 
keep us dependent on others. 


Ths is the moment of 
truth. There car be and will 
be no more pampenng and | 
undertake that | personally 
with the assistance of a small 
team wil be responsibe tor 
seeing that what has to be 
done, s done regardless of 
which corns have to be 
crushed or imtile Caesars 
hurt. 

Henceforth, one of our 
tactics has to be the cur- 
tabment of unnecessary 
foreign expendzure’  ac- 
companied by the 
maximisation of our foreign 
exchange earnings. Ar the 
same time, we wil conunue 
to tend the needs, the real 
needs of our people wn the 
areas ot Feeding, Cothing 
and Housing, wih Education 
, and Trammg along with 
Health concurrently receiving 
high pnonty. 

Efficiency and high 
production have to be 
pursued with relentless 
energy. Tastes have to be 
adjusted, and traditions 
inherited from the past 
discarded, if they stand in the 
way of recovery. Agnculure, 
Forestry and their sub- 
sidianes are undermanned 
They represent our mam if 
not only hope at this point m 
tume, and nothing, btarmng 
nothing, must stand in the 
way. 

When one looks even 
cursory at the present state 
of the economy, even if not 
endowed wah genius, one 
can recogmuse that the social 
problem which we tace is not 
excess of labour or unenr 
ployment , but musplacement 
ofr labour. Sugar needs 
hundreds of workers in 
various categones. The 


Coconut estates need 


thousands to gamer the nuts, 
tO process the fibre, to burn 
charcoal and to manufacture 
the copra. To be totally seif- 
sufficient m legumes and to 


produce surpluses for expon, 
trve thousand odd hectares - 
over i3000° acres of land 
have to be brought under 
cultivation and not next year 
- this year! 

There is unlimited op- 
portunity for employment n 


the public , prmvate ana co 
Operative sectors, and alse o! 
wcourme, for seli-employvmeni 

\Lunv of the areas into 


when Our ihrust must xo 
require 
as eftfkient supporting stalt 
ail Of whom must be 
Productive, U we afe to avOla 
anew tom of .vloniddsm, U 

we are to provide for 
ourselves the social services 
which are aconcommauant of 
our socialst phidosophy, il we 
are to hoi back the enemy 
onthe West. 
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Retrenchment trom a 
particular job which will be 
necessary in. the present 
circumstances, will not mean 
unemployment tor those 
rétrenched provided they are 
willing to adopt and to be 
engaged in productive 
employment 

tke you ever seen the 
wide expanses of unuled 
land Wit Greater 
Georetown? Fkave you ever 
noted the lame areas ol 
country on or near the coast 
and with intrastructure, 
abandoned to grass and 
pesis? We- cannot, we must 
not, ave our potential nches 
idle: There are too many 
comrades doing routine jobs 
in the Public Sector, whule 
our natural assets le wasting 
and unexploited. 


In seeking to prune the 
Public Sector of fat, and to 
release persons to go into real 
production, the goverment 
will be in direct dialogue with 
the Trade Unions and the 
workers’ representatives, to 
work out guidelines and to 5x 
predictable criteria. But, 
Comrades, there is) an 
urgency about the operation 
of pruning and redirecuon. 
Poverty and rum will not wal. 
Consultauons wil have to, be 
businesslike and not. per- 
functory and long drawn out. 

In the tradition of Adam and 
Eve, usually when one 
discusses the failure to 








achieve general targets in the 
oublc sector wih comrades 
employed there, the 
management workers blame 
their non-Management 
colleagues and the non- 
management workers Dlarme 
their management 
colleagues. But this is not the 
garden. of Eden. The best 
that can be said is thar both 
sides have a point. In some 
cases, let a be admitted tnar 
some managers show a4 
iack of imagmmation and an 
absence of Mmiliative, com- 
bined wth an armogance 
anich expresses mself in a 
total difregard tor the 
Ypinions of experiénced 
workers, and = an- un- 
auingness to treat those 
workers as men. There was a 
former manager who had the 
rememty to inform me — you 
will notice he is now former 
— that he found jot con- 
sultations between 
management and = non- 


management wasteful of- 


tome. Some managers have 
merely seen - the 
domestication of the 
economy as a substitution of 
themsehes for expatnates, 
and have failed to grasp the 
realities of the new situation 
and the philosophy of the 
govemment which is ammed 
at revoluuonary changes not 
only economic, but also 
social. 
On the other hand, there is a 
a from the penod of our 
struggle for political, in- 


‘ ‘ 7~ 
was . dence Several on- 
- 
tanagememt workers, offen 
moonsciousi¥, tond tO see 


lanagems aS a group apart 
reorsentinge and pursuing 
nierests, pobtical, soe1ai anc 
sconome,. in conthet with 
nose of the workers. As a 

sequence there tends in 
many cases, to be several 
stances of conflicts based 
on unspoken major premises 
and conscious and suo- 
Conscious percepuves and 
ore fudices 
let t be admutted that these 
difficulues have been sur- 
mounted mM some significant 
cases, but abo ‘et a de au- 
mitted, that the Party and 
Cavernen have not deen 
as etfiective as re ought t 10 


have been in re-educating * 
two section of rere AS 0 


e changed cimumstances, 
soho objectives, and 
common humanity. This 
exercise has to be undertaaen 
with much more vigour than 
ithas been in the past and the 
government will have to 


‘forget as assumption that 


the new realities are 
automatic aliy appreciated 
and understood by both 
sides. 

My government would 
aways preter to cure the 
ailment and save the patient. 
lf however, the aument is 
termmal!l, there can be no 
ahematwe to prepanng for 


his funeral. May Istate clearly . 
and unequivocably that both, 


management and = non- 
Nanagement worker, ar 
workers, agents and (rustes 
of the people and as -uch 
they must first of all un- 
derstand the direction 
demanded by the peops 
through the electoral ana 
other processes and by 

dialogue and co-operauon 
pursue nationally accepted 
goals. The situation at this 
moment is too cntxal to 
permmz temponsing. i think it 


was Jesus who said: * ae 
thy right hand offendeth 
thee, cut it off... .” The 


Government and Party's 
obligation to the masses 
brooks no other course. 

k has been calculated that 
approximate!) 4 of tie 
economy of Guyana iS 
publicly owned and = ccn- 
trolled. As such, and we have 
seen, thougn the private 
sector. has a pivotal rok to 
play, what happens in the 
public sector for good of ll, 
automaticaly dictates what 
happens to the economy. if 
there is efficiency that will de 
nationally reflected; if there is 


is waste that willhave its ° 


repercussions; u there 1s 
cormupuon that wil set a 
national standard. 

There have beer 
alezations of corruption ana 
regular practices. Not ail of 
these are without foundauon 
ft s your govemment’s n- 
tention to seek to remove 
waste and corruption, 
sarnicuary m the public 
sector and consequently in 
al sectors. We cannot affond 
graft and onbery and the 
-Oncommiant transference 


of resources mto the hands of 
private individual for ani- 
national purposes. 

Ar its 4th Biennial 
Congress, the People’s 
Natrona Congress resolved 
tha eA Permanent 
Accountabihty Commitee ty 
dentus and invesigaie al 
incigeny: of cormupt practices 
whereever they mught eXist in 
the Party, Goverment and 
the Nation” be established. 
Ths commutee wil be ap 
pointed by the 1h March, 
1982. If necessary, legSiation 
will be enacted to ensure that 
that committee or any related 
committee or agency is 
endowed with the authority 
to investigate and make 
binding recommendauons. 
An elfective system of 
sanctions will be instiuted. 
incidentally, a may be ap 
posite to note that m some 
sountres the sanction for 
dishonest. dealings with 
public property is death. 


In addition, you and | as 
ordinary citizens recognise 
that there is a great deal of 
waste ansing from 
carless and mresponsible 
use of public propery. 
Equipment, machinery and 
vehicles are often used as if 
they were no one’s property 
and money is no obgct. 
Systems will be introduced to 
bnng ‘o an end this m- 
discnminate and expensive 
misuse of propery. Such 
systems will be monitored 
not only by public officials ar 
relatively high levels, but also 
by us at the bottom floor, by 
all of us whose taxes are 
really being tnttered away. 


Again, in spite of the fact 
of the great and fnghiening 
increase in the pnces of 
petrol and petrole um 
products, there has been no 
signficant reduction in ther 
ican ge Ansing out of 

uggesuons made by mindtul 
pe there wil shortly 
be proposals aimed at 
reducing that consumpuon 
by at least ten percent. Vital 
monitors in some of these 
exercises will and must 
contunue to be the Local 
Democrauc Organs in (the 
Regions and the people 
themselves in those Regions. 








Basically, we are em- 
baring upon a programme 
aimed’ at achieving greater 
efficiency not only in the 
oublic sector but also m the 
onvate sector which has an 


important task in the exercise ° 


of national recovery. Not only 
will the volume and quality of 
our production have to in- 
crease but they must increase 
in mponant and relevant 
sectors where the results will 
be the supply of vital goods 
and services to the people. 
There has to be a dramauc_ 
curtailment of wasteful use of 
foreign exchange and an 
equally dramati mcrease in 
our foreign exchange ear- 
nngs. The Publk Sector 
bureaucracy must be 
streambned and re-organised 
and each one of us would 
have to identify, and idenufy 
with, the opportuniues for 
employment and _= self- 
employment, which the new 
programme imphes. There 
wil have to be in a large 
number of cases achange of 
occupational preferences and 
the development of new 
attutides and skills. There is 
no point m continuing to 
harbour preferences for 
particular forms of em- 
ployment which have 
become otmse or un- 
producuve as against others 
based on a sensible ex- 
ploitation of our resources 
and the production of goods 
for our markets. 

Self-rehance will have to 
become not an abstract 
philosophy, but a national, 
regional and individual 


commitment in a really total. 


sense. We cannot wai for 
largesse and gifts from 
fnends and those who 
masquerade as inends. We 
shall have to make our way m 
‘ne word pnmanly by our 
wn efforts and. the 
maginauve application of 
those efforts to our nauona! 
issets. 

Swgnifeant m our present 
context is the proposed 
expansion of the Guyana 
Nauonal Service. This n- 
tiruuon is responsible for 
traning vouths and adults in 
wills relevant to our (ermonal 
defence, as well as to the 
ietence and development of 
ur economy. lt 1S 


programmed to increase - 
production im_ cotton, 
legumes, corn, sorghum, 
stone and wood products. & 
is also charged with the 
collection and _ primary 
processing of wild nuts for 
the production of edible oils 
and wil be engaged in the 
manufacture of foot wear 
from the leather produced by 
our leather factory which was 
officially commissioned 
yesterday. 

Ai ths moment it s one of 
the agenciés that have been 
responsible for mor than 
tripling in recent months the 
coconut and copra output of 
the government-owned 
estate at Hope on the East 
Coast of Demearara, I needs 
staff and would-be trainees m 
significant numbers. 

The resources are there, 
the opportunities are there 
the peopl are there, all that 
is required ss the wil. 


During the past months 
you will have noticed that we 
have had visas from the 
representatives of the 
Brazilian, Colombian and 
Nicaraguan governments. 
This is pan of the programme 
envisaged by the government 
to develop our relations with 
Latin Amencan Countnes, 
particularly at the economic 
level. Geographically, 
historicaly and economically 
we are parm of Latm America 
and are a member of the 
Latin Amencan Gioup and 
caucus at the Unred Natons. 
In fact, we are one of Latn 
Amencan representatives on 
the Secunty Council of the 
Unied Nations for the year 
1982 and 1983. Economuc co- 
operation between us and 
other members of the group 
can be and s proving to be 
mutualiy beneficial and 
advantageous. The support 
of our Latin Amencan 
coike agues is to a large extent 
responsibie for our achueving 
the reversal of the Amencan 
veto of the agncukural loan 
to Guyana trom the LADB 
last year. Our relauonshyp is 
based on mutual respect for 
each others’ sovereignty, the 
mht of every country to 
char its own, ideological, 
economic and social course, 
the acceptance of pobucal 


pluralism and the pnnciple 

non-interference mMmeach 

others mtemal affairs. 
Nearer home, as*every 


“school boy knows, we have 


been a founder member ot 
the English speaking 


fa —bhane - raun * 
Lalivucan Woe wee 


CARICOM. Ths group is in 
fact a sub-group of the larger 
laim Amencan Caribbean 
Group. Within recent months 
| have been in direct con- 
suktation with the Heads of 
Govemment of pracucailly all 
of the Cancom states and 
have had in depth con- 
versations with the Prme 
Ministers of Barbados and 
Antigua. Next week the 
Prime Minister of St. Vincent 
will be visiting Guyana and 
within a fortnight, we expect 
to be welcoming the foreign 
Minister and Deputy Pnme 
Mmister of Jamaia, Mf. 
Hugh Shearer. Later in March 
and dumng the ensuing 
months, there will be bilateral 
meetings with other Heads of 
Govemmment of Caricom. 
Most of these meetings wil 
take place before the 
Cancom Summit which has 
been tentatively fixed for the 
middle of the year. At long 
last the summit 5 in 
view and it is Guyana’s duty 
to make the maximum 
contnbution to its success. 
Though the invitation to the 
Intemational Meeting for Co- 
operation and Development 
at Cancun, was a personal 
one, I have at all tunes kept 
my Cancom  counterpars 
informed, not only on a 
factual bass bui of my own 
perce ptions of the 
significance of, and the 
results that may uc exnected 
to flow form that meeung. 

In Cancom there is in facta 
pluralism of po ducal ideology. 
This is to be accepted as a 
fact while all of us seek to 
identify the community ot! 
interests. As fomner colonies 
we would ai] wish to be truly 
independent not only in 
formal] px sltical terms, but u 
deeper economuc temas. For 
this to be achieved, and It is 
in Guyana’s interest that it 
be, the fomhcomung Summa 
will have to be a success. fs 
our duty in Cancom to fin 
the maximum consensus and 
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not to indulge in cMficisns, 
not >be the agents of paw fs 
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than sunlit appendages of 
hurope and Nor. Amend. 

On tne broader in- 
rermational serene, Guyana 
contnues to >suppom tne 
National Liberation struggles 
and in co-operation wih 
those of simiar convicuons 
to work towards an end of 
colonialism in ai its forms, 
particularly in Southern 
Atnca. This position has not 
always brought us plaudits 
‘rom the powerful, who see 
‘he world only through the 
tmted glasses of their narrow 
hegemonistic objectives. 
What can they expect of a 
relatnely mew nation, fresh 
from its expenences of 
colonial domination and 
faced with threats of having 
its newly won ndependence 
subverted by an expansionist 
neighbour? 


The victorny of those who . 


seek the emancipauon of the 
work's .subpct peopie, w1 

be hard won but inevitable, 
but there remams and wul 
remain a struggle for 
economic ndependence fora 


change in the present 
relations between states and 
nations. 

Cancun was a landmark m 
North-South relations. For 


= 


the first time, che 
representatives oi tne 
developed and Cevelopine 
countnes met and traded 
ideas and percepuons 
without wmhibition or cant. 
Those of us who were 


present and contnbuted [0 
‘ye wording of the relevant 
part of the communkyue were 


race tt the ,=~ro + th 

ie ft vw wae hs my - sen inat 
tent Pound of fans On 

tne Giobal Roune of tates us 


tne word economy woud 
have proceeded at the last 
meeting of the Unned 
Nations General Assembly. 
Bur this was not to be. 
Disregarding maporty opinion 
come of the neh countnes 
balked 

That remforces my ong 
and deep conviction, thai the 
North-South dialogue armed 
al removing the moDaainees 
in the world economic 
system has no chance ol 
success unul the South with 
yne voice takes its stand in 
favour of equadty and isuee, 


in international ecanom’ ; 


relauons. ‘ 
We of the South are not 
without consideratt 


leverage. The North is heanly 
dependent upon our naturil 
resources to keep its whee’ 
of industry tumung, and 

needs our markets. lt 
necessary for us inthe Sout | 
to pursue the poly of sei’ 
reliance nationally en} 
regionally and intemat onalh , 
it is necsssary for us 19 hav} 
a serious South-Souu} 
dialogue stnpped of rhetom} 
ind aimed at achievine 
binding urity. The Roman: 
were not the first, nor wut 





they be the last,'. to employ, 
the instrument of division 10: 
maintaining dominauon. 

Guyana welcomes ‘it 

imitative of the Inc. 
Govemment whxh at .a6 
moment is hosting a meeting 
of developmg nations to 
discuss the tactics and 
strategies for bnnging about 
anew mteniational economi 
order. Of course, we ar 
represented. Of course, we 
hope to make our con- 
tnbution. We have no othe’ 
course. : 

Our presence at Cancun, 
and New Deli, our men 
bership of the Security 
Council and of the Co- 
ordinating Bureau of the Nom 
Aligned Movement umpose a 
ceman obugation upon us - 
the obligation to baite ‘or 4a; 
change in word re.aion- 
shops, the obligation of 
heipaig 10 build anew word, 
where want and poverty ar 

inquished, a new world 
scere men are men and 
ustice prevalls. 

We have so far play;d our” 
part and acted a most 
significant ro'e. To cor unue, 
however, we must do so irom 
a posmion of stmneta. That 
strength we can draw only 
from victory im the battle in 
which we are now engaged. 
A battle agamst the teartu: 
odds of economic ensis and 
terrmonal threats. 

TO HOLD OUR HEADS 
LP, WEMUST WIN. 

TELL ME, WILL WE WIN’ 

YOURS IS THEANS WER. 

LONG LIVE THE PNC ! 

LONG LIVE THE 
GUYANES E MASSES! 

LONG LIVE THE 
CO} OPERATIVE REPL BUC 
OF GUYANA! 
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GUYANA, COLOMBIA 
relations were consmerabdly 
deepened and enhanced Dy 4 
recent vist from the Yice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Colombia, Ambassador Julio 
Londono. The Minister was 
3ccompaniecd by mis coun- 
try s newly-—designated 
Ambassador to Guyana Sr. 
Ernesto Torres Diaz whose 
apoointment had been nailed 
as symbo:c of the :m- 
portance which the two 
countries attach to their 
frendsnip and future co- 
operation. 

The mission came in the 
wake of an exchange of visits 
between Foreign Minister 
Jackson and Or. Lemos 
Simmonds, which \ast year 
stimulated the process of 
continuing Giaiogue. 

As countries which face the 
Caribbean Sea, Guyana and 
Colombia have a common 
interest im the prosperous 
development of this region 
and have already agresc to 
collaborate in this area. 
Forming at the same ume 
part of the Amazonic Basin 
and having signed the treaty 
of co-operation which 
governs the management of 
the resources of this zone, 
the two countries area 
committed to working closely 
together to implement the 
treaty “Within the framework 
of this agreement, 2 specific 
Diiaterai undermaring will 
shortiy De conciuged o0et- 


~ 
ere a. 


ee eel 
~ = ~~ ~ 
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ween the two states anc this, 
aiong wrth an agreement con 


economic, scientific anc 
tecnnica!l co-operation, will 
f‘urtner advance the e2fforts 
wnicn are being mace to 
strengtnen ties 

in meetings with the Cade 


Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Guyana ana other high ‘eve 
officiais of tne Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, tne op- 
portunity was taken Dy Doth 
sides to engage in 3 general 
review of political and 
economic matters which are 
of significance to the 
Caribbean and Central 
American nations. At the end 
of their deliberations, they 
stressed the universal need 
for a continuing commitment 
to the guiding principles of 
the United Nations Charter. 
They believed that respect for 
the sanctity of treaties snould 
be accepted as the basis for 
orderiy international 
reiauons. 

Particular concern was 
expressed over the escalating 
violence in certain areas of 
tne -egion NG t Was fer tnat 
any sO sougnt 
fully respect . 


seif-cetermination an 


mie 
s110 


"ho 


nterference nm tne affairs of 
states. 


t was thew assessment *nat 


the current world 2conomu 

-rsig contributed on. arie 
5 i - 

measure *o the presert 


Staduity experierced Oy dv 
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Caripbean and Centra 
American 


states. 
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co mane 


PPP STATEMENT SLAMS BANKRUPT ECONOMY, BLAMES PNC POL CIES 
Listina of Problems 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 21 Feb 82 pp l, 4 


[Text] In a press statement the People's Progressive Party has commented on 
the present bankrupt state of the economy:- 


ew Guyanese will be in the mood to voluntarily join the Mashramani celebra- 
, and even fewer will do so with any enthusiasm. Instead, there will be 
d flag-waving and in many cases coerced attendance, with many inward mis- 
jivings at excessive expenditure at this crucial period and of families unfed, 
ed, and the conviction that the time and money could have 
C spokesmen have themselves admitted that the country is 


un-housed and uncloth 
nm, 


been better spent. PN 


bankrupt. The "total national savings stand at zero," said Minister of Finance 
Sallahuddin on Sunday, February 14. "The sombre background to this situation 


included 10% decline in the real growth in the economy between 1976 and 1981 
... Guyana has reached the stage where neither our debt at home or abroad can 
pe paid”. 


The first PNC Budget in February 1981 projected a current deficit of $246 mil- 
lion, IMF pressured further cuts in subsidies, increased taxation and devalu- 
ation in the June 1981 budget. These were intended to reduce the deficit. 

But according to President Burnham, the deficit increased to $312 million in- 


stead of the anticipated reduction. 


The President went on to say that the new budget will have no significant in- 
> in taxation. What workers need is relief, not taxation, considering 
the TUC family budget in Feb- 


lieavy Retrenchment 


The President further announced that "the problem in Guyana was one of re- 
placement and not unemployment" But a little over a year ago when the TUC 
called for a 25% interim relief towards the implementation of the 1979 $l4 a 


lav "agreement" the reply was that 17,000 workers would have to be laid off to 


meet that call. With the situation worse today, it is sheer mockery of the 
workers for some to speak of "replacement" and others "redeployment" when they 
mean that thousands will have to be [word illegible] by the Auditor General, 
and a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the distribution of goods. 





The most conspicuous hallmark of the PNC regime from its inception has been 
its arrogance. Repeatedly the PPP has, with the welfare of the people at 
heart, advised what steps should be taken, and expressed opposition to certain 
policies. Recall the PPP's prediction that the 1966-1972 "Development Plan" 
would fail because of mis-placed priorities and emohasis on the imperialist 
Puerto Rico planning model; the scrapping of the PPP's Tiger Hill hydroelec- 
tric project, and contrary to PPP's advice, the abandonment of the railway. 


What about nationalisation? At first, the PNC said that it could not nation- 
alise because Guyana didn't have the skills to run the bauxite industry, Then, 
under pressure from the PPP, Demba and later Reynolds and Bookers were 
nationalised. 


However, punitive compensation arrangements were agreed to--punitive that is, 
to the Guyanese taxpayers. For a few years there were all sorts of boasts 
about the —s. Guyanese management, and profits ploughed back into the 


economy. he PNC even made a virtue of the employment of the South - Africa 
linked Philipp Bros. as the selling agents for Guyana's bauxite and alumina. 


The regime igrnoed PPP warnings that nationalisation without democracy and 

workers’ control would not work. Relations between management and workers 

worsened to the point where strike action had to be taken many times, with the 
assing bauxite workers on May Day (after tear-gassing sugar work- 


> c - ed tr 
ers the previous May Day! 


Tocey we have the PNC consigning its own "historic" Sophia Declaration to the 
rowing heap of "famous last words" We have the PNC importing construction- 
sompanie and other forelg 


n technical know-how by the bagful and ensconcing 
fer and authority once occupied by the deposed 
Canadlans and Americans, and we have plans under way for the denationalisation 

of the sugar and bauxite industries and the re-imposition of "private 


Sd ed at. San Ted 


Fven the PNC's organ, the NEW NATION belatedly admitted the present debacle. 
On February 4, it editorialised: 


line 1s bedevelling us. Our workers' will to produce has 

ously impaired. Malingering is rampant. There are too 

' situations while vital areas remain badly in need 
ny of our skilled workers and managers, trained 

ve migrated. Corruption is eating, like cancer, 
our society. Black-marketing, smuggling and 

open peddling of contraband goods are afflicting us. The disease 


ills for drastic cure”. 
ifter 16 years of independence must Guyanese endure awhile longer the mistaken 
policies of the PNC whi has seized power at riaqged elections and ruled at 
the expense of the working people? 


+ mes sme wh anda mM. S ~~ — mm. - B. ea 
ay : Time for a change! Time for a drastic cure! Time to get the PNC 
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FROM various reports obtain- ders. it ‘3 unders.ood ‘that its 
ed, and from the government maximum credit of £5 million 
itself. all evidence points to has been exceeded. 
the fact that the PNC had in The largest supoliers of 
fact put the country into bark- newsprint and other p2oer oro- 
ruptcy. Practically all overseas dicts. a Canadian firm. whose 
~redits have ceased. Major state renresentatives came ‘9 Ceorge- 
-orporations -an no longer ob- fown tn investigate matters. is 
‘ain credit abroad. which moans ‘terminating s2.cs due to nabili- 
that they cargiot make any Ddur- ty to enilect outstanding at- 
chaseg, ecunts, It ia also «understood 
that one of the government 
One of ‘the maior clearing oriniing ¢.:ms Ma be scaling 
‘orsea for ourchases of goeds foen dre yundred works 
ind supplies for state corpern- are toe ‘a ed 
tions. a firm connected to Bonox- Pocently. tivo government of- 
ea MoCannell and Commnany, “:c1ats went to London ‘o pur- 
iaiseste weovg of the sugar ra! pacts for industrics, 
estates, hag stooped taking or- utc uid obtain no credit. 
Ramsaroop Charges 
SUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Mar 82 pl 


DESCRIBING Guyama as 
a nation in the red, the 
Vice-President for Party 
and State Relations and 
Parliamentary Affairs , Cde 
Cammie Ramsaroop told a 
fan-out meeting at the St. 
James-the-Less. School in 
Kitty on Monday night that 
Guyanese faced a crisis that 
impinged upon the survival 
of their economy ‘and 
nation. 


By red , he meant that 
Guyana had ‘‘no money’”’ 
and spending exceeded 
earning by more than $300 
miilion. 

Cde. Ramsaroop, ex- 
plaining the seriousness of 
the economic crisis and the 


effects of Venezuela’s 
threat to Guy2na’s 
terntorial integrity, sad 


there had been a deficit on 
the country’s current ac- 
counts, as well as in her 





balance of payments. 

There had been a decline 
in the terms of trade as 
Guyana was getting less for 
what she produced and 
paying more for what she 
wanted. 

Guyana’s balance of 
payments had now reached 
$500 million and the 
country’s imports exceeded 
its exports. 

Cde Ramsaroop told the 
audience which braved the 
light continuous showers 
that since 1976, Guyana’s 
terms of trade had declined 
by over 30 per cent. 


Referring to this 
country’s oil import bills, 
the Vice-President said that 
in 1970 Guyana paid $23 
million ; in 1975, $103,5 
million; in 1980, $390 


million; and last year, $490 
million. 

‘We have a tremendous 
oil bill to meet and the 


prices will go up,’’ the PNC 
Party Chairman added. 

While stressing that 
hydro-power was most 
important for the success ful 
transformation of the 
Guyanese economy , Cde 
Ramsaroop said every 
Guyanese must come out 
and fight in defence of his 
country, as Wenezuela 
denounced the hydro 
power project in the Upper 
Mazaruni. 

Touching on foodstuff , 
he said there would be 
shortages and certain 
essential items would have 
to be restricted. 

Guyana spends at lest 
$35 million on flour import. 

Georgetown Mayor 
Mavis Benn, who also 
spoke at the meeting, noted 
the serious implications of 
the present economic cnsis. 








GUYANA last year failed 
to meet foreign debt 
payments including vital 
compensation bills for the 
bauxite industry, 
nationalised in 197],. and 
the sugar industry which 
became state-owned in 
1976. 

And according to Finance 
Minister Sallahuddin, 
Guyana has had, and sull 
has, been forced to wark 
out certain arrangements 
with creditors until the 
foreign exchange situation 
improves. 

The Minister, earlier this 
week referred to foreign 
exchange problems facing 


not only government 
agencies but private 
businessmen as well. 

He said ‘‘some have had 
to scale down operations 
while others face near 
closure. They are finding it 
hard to get foreign ex- 
change to pay off creditors 
for supplies.”’ 

With respect to com- 
pensation for sugar and 
bauxite he said that in- 
stalments cfell due in 198] 
and the most Guyana could 
do at the moment’* is to 
negotiate with them, telling 
them of our best in- 
tentions.”’ 
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WORKER 'RETRENCHMENT' GUIDELINES ISSUED, Caron CULCERN 
Government Payroll Glut 
seorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 27 Feb 82 p 16 
Text} Vice President for Public best possible use taking No. 2 Polder where far- 
Welfare, Hamilton Green io account the needs that mers show. signs of suc- 


has said that there are (oo 


are immediate and taking 


cesstu! 


husbandry. 
vident 


Berter 


Rrmec 2 : ‘te. 
many workers “on ine i eo our plans for ioe awatenn . of par tieesioe 
pasroll of agp ehecag cies — has opened to all our 
doing office jobs * one kind The Vice President said children the opportunity for 
Se that the persistence of jot education to the highest 
Pn ene ee Sener preferences which caused level, and we are. as a 
Ol Massive — COME, people to look askance at government, trying to 
Cde Green told an in- farming might 2e at- remove some of the dif- 
tersiewer on the ‘ributed to the colonial ficulues that tarmers* have 
Pogramme “Tatung About 2ducation and orientation taced and to give them ihat 
Education’ — lyre beeen ot many people One o support which ts necessary if 
—_ —— a ‘one one aah the nrobiems nat peopie they are to produce ef- 
a we —- face is that for a iong time fectively . 
ee ek enmten, a iarmers seemed to be “In brief, we are trying to 
agricultural procuction in among he worse dircet persons who ma\ 
Guyana’ 7 remunerated and the image have been disoriented and 
Cde Green disciosed that of our farmers has tended not performing in. areas 
the Public Sector age Bill tu be that of an uneducated, wher it will help the 
had risen trom $3" p muliion unkempt person, guit ahead li Aes 
in t97" to about 3664 Mullan unlike his urban coun- Che Green ceiced te 
oied. a | nies rerpart in style, dress and need for luvensse pied 
‘ nowiedge that many of our — adjust tO current con- 
sovernment agencies are ‘“However these are only ditions. He said thatevenif 
overstatted or in some images. We can look tothe we were to find oi) and 
cases ill-statfed, and at tis real gains that farmers enjoy an international 
ne of severe economic have made; we can identify economic order that is no 
oressure, it is essential to many areas in Guyana longer disadvantageous to 
strgamline our activities as where their life-style in- us, the existence of a 
yne measure to turn things dicates a ving otf comfort disonenied or unprep red 
around and save. our and prospenty. Look at the workforce would quickly 
country from further Corentyne coast where rice vitiate such gains. He 
decline farmers and sugar workers Stated that the real answer 
Qur human resources nave mace a good life tor to the prooiem was ‘of us to 
nust therefore be put tothe themselves. Lock at Canal produce and increase 


proguctivily. 











Labor Force Projections 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Mar 82 bp 8 


HOWEVER the 
discussions went, Wed- 
nesday night's rap session 
between Government and 
the Guyana Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) is expected 
to pave the way for the 
smooth adjusiment of 
tabour placements and the 
resultant expanded in- 
voivement of Guyanese in 
the under-manned, yet 
crucial agricultural sector. 

Rumours are that 15 900 
to 17 000 workers face the 
axe in Government's 
retrenchment programme, 
the implememtation of 
which President Forbes 
Burnham said last month 
was imminent if an im- 
mediate, serious and ef- 
fective attempt was to be 
made to transform the 
country’s precariously- 
balanced economy. 

The TUC has been 
agitating hard for specific 
figures and Government, 
which initiated Wednesday 
night’s scheduled talks, 
indicated Monday that no 
retrenchment nor 
redeployment figures were 
yet avaiable. 

The official figures, then, 
could be anyone’s 
speculation. Few doubt that 
the public sector is over- 
staffed and needs pruning. 
Numerous reports flow of 
members of the public 
complaining that they 
found difficulty in being 
provided with the services 
they expected because too 
many people in the pubiic 
sector did the same thing 
and so one public servant 
looked upon the other to 
execute a service. 

One senior. official 
suggested that the swelling 
of the public sector 
apparently expanded in 
anticipation of a 
corresponding growth in 
the economy -- might have 
been part'v responsible for 


the 125 1. ° man-days and 
the n. ons of dollars in 
wages lc. 11981. 

‘The ecoomy as a whole 
worsened because of the 
poor performance of a 
Significant part of the 
public sector last year. But 
the impact of this recession 
could not have been im- 
mediately felt because 
there were many instances 
of duplication of duty,’’ the 
official noted. 


The massive re-direction 
of labour envisaged by 
Government as part of a 
new plan to shore up the 
economy will probably be a 
blow to those Guyanese 
who __ previously saw 
themselves as life-time 
public servants operating 
from a desk within an 
office. 

Changes of any sort, we 
are told, never come easy 
and is even more difficult 
for some to accept. 

What is heartening, 
nevertheless, is that for the 
country’s industrious 
farmers and the en- 
thusiastic tiller, the em- 
phatic shift to agriculture 
could not have been en- 
visaged at a more op- 
portune time. 

In a word, agriculture the 
world over is deemed as the 
only sector that assured 


rapid, effective and 
sustained economic 
growth. 


Growth prospects for ail-: 
importing countries, in 
particular, could remain 
unfavourable for many a 
year, according to an IBRD 
World Development Report 
(1980), unless those 
countries were prepared to 
face a ‘‘desperately hard 
adjustment period’’ to 
come out on top of the 
economic stagnation of the 
1970s. 

Even under com- 
paratively optimistic 


assumptions, the growth 
rate in developing countries 
would be negligible in the 
first half of the 1980s. For 
countries like Guyana, 
then, plans designed to 
reach higher growth rates 
and to lay the basis for 
accelerated growth in the 
late 1980s, would require 
that they adjust suc- 
cessfully to cut their ex- 
ternal deficits by raising 
exports, while increasing 
both investment and ef- 
ficiency in resource use. 


The ‘Burmham = ad- 
ministration anticipates 
that at least 20 000 new job 
opportunities await 
Guyanese m _the 
agricultural sector for any 
consequence of its new 
policy towards greater food 
production to be evident. 

As pronounced by 
President Burnham on 
Republic Day, 1982, 
national preference in the 
agricultural sector aims at 
basing the country’s food 
supply on home production. 

One phase of this policy, 
labelled several years ago 
as the ‘“‘Buy Local, Grow 
Local?’ campaign, resulted 
in once-imported foods like 
cabbages, tomatoes, 
pakchoy, blackeye peas and 
a mumber of. other 
vegetables and legume 
crops, as well as meats, 
being grown and reared to 
surplus levels. 

A consequence) of 
Government’s new em- 
phasis on agriculture is the 
acceleratron of work on the 
development of five 
massive land development 
schemes to prepare nearly 
a millron acres of land at a 
cost of well over G$500 
milhon, and the im- 
plementation of an G$i1,7 
million Food Crop 
Production and Marketing 
Programme. 
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These apart, a multi- 
million dollar livestock 
industry and edible oil 
project are being given new 
life to boost the country’s 
self-sufficiency and export 
drives. 

Fishing and forestry are 
two other industries being 
geared for greater 
development in the 
agricultural sector from this 
year. 


About 70 percent of the 
country’s land area is 
covered by forests, con- 
taining valuable timber 


which are to be fully ex- - 


ploited to boost the 
economy. In the fishing 
industry, Guyana has to its 
advantage nearly 50,000 


square miles of sea for 


exploitation. 


At the moment, 
agriculture accounts for 
over $0 percent of Guyana’s 
Gross Domestic Prdouct 
and about 25 000 families 
or 30 percent of the 
country’s population, are 


The Guyana 


directly dependent on this 
sector for their existence. 


Guyana is a 
predominantly agricultural 
economy, with over seven 
million acres or 14 percent 
of its total land mass being 
suitable for agriculture. 

Officials say these facts 
indicate a happy future for 
Guyana, once Guyanese 
workers are prepared to 
turn to this sector. 

The adjustment from a 
‘*pen-pushing’’ sector to an 
all-important productive 
sector need not be painful, 
government sources stress, 
since the benefits to be 
accured in the medium and 
long-term will far exceed 
what many could ever hope 
to achieve in an Office. 

The temporary halt in the 
importation of a number of 
food items -- albeit because 
of a prevailing shortage of 
foreign exchange - con- 
stitutes another incentive to 
achieve self-sufficiency in 
food and to raise production 


in English 5 Mar 82 


the proposed reduction of 


staff. 


TS 


Service Union has sent a 
letter to Vice-President for 
Public Welfare, Cde. 
Hamilton Green suggésting 
nine points which the 
Government should adopt 
in its retrenchment 
programme. 

Cde George Daniels, 
president of the union Jn his 
letter to the Vice-President 
has said that the first 
meeting between the union 
and the Public Service 
Ministry is scheduled for 
today. 

A copy of the letter has 
been sent to the Vice- 
President for Economic 
Pianning and Finance Cde 
Desmond Hoyte. The Union 
has indicated that the 
following pomts should be 
taken into consideration in 


1. All retired employees 
who have’ been fe- 
employed should be sent 
otf their jobs immediately 
to make way for younger 
employees. « 


2. Employees in the 
Public Service who have 
attained the age of $0 years 
or over, of employees with 
20 years or more service 
should be given the option 
to retire and receive their 
benefits. 


3. An examination 
should be made of the 
employment situation as at 
1981 i.e. staff lists which 
should indicate vacant 
posts which remained 
unfilled should be supplied 
to the Union. This would 
form the basis for the Union 


above the level which can 
be absorbed by , the local 
market. 

The Caribbean alone, 
President Burnham in- 
timated recently, provides 
a multi-billion dollar 
channel - for green 
vegetables and meats, and 
itis all for Guyana’s taking. 

Government is ever 
hopeful that by the end of 
the decade, the production 
of sugar and rice, to name 
two export crops, would 
have been doubled. But 
Similar projections apply to 
other agricultural crops. 


Together with 
technological progress, 
continued and increased 


incentives to farmers and 
new inflows of capital and 
manpower into it, 
agriculture and its sub- 
Sidiary sectors (forestry, 
fisheries) will ultimately be 
the key sector to transform 
Guyana’s economy and 
trigger efforts towards all- 
round national develop 
ment. 


and the Public Service 
Ministry to take action in 
reducing overstaffed 
Ministnes and increasing 
understaffed Ministries. 

4. Basically, the 
principle of last in, first out 
should be maintained, no 
only in respect of individual 
Ministries but in terms of 
the entire Public Service. 

5. In relation to 4 
above, if this is done, 
payments to be made by 
Government would be kept 
ataminimum. 


6. Superannuation 
benefits’Severance Should 
be paid as soon as em- 
ployees are 
retired/retrenched so that 
they would be in a position 
to make a fresh start. 


7. No retrenchment 
should be effected without 











Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Mar 82 p 16 
(Text ] GEORGETOWN (GNA) productivity. 
— The current economic ~ Cde. Semple admnted 
crisis constitutes a severe that in the past, many 
testing time for the Trade labour unions were in- 
Union Movement in terested only in informing 
Guyana, according to Chief workers about their rights 
Labour Officer Norman and not their obligations 
Semple. - . which ,be said,were just as 
ln face of the imminent important. 
retrenchment of a This, the Chief Labour 
Significant portion of the Officeryielt,has resulted ina’ 
work force of the public Significant portion of the 
and private sectors, the work force not being too 
labour movement in Sure what they should do to 
Guyana will be required to achieve and maintain high 
play a greater role in en- standards of performance. 
Suring maximum. 
Announcement of Guidelines 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Mar 82 p l 
(Text ] THE MINISTRY of Public retrenchment wasas aresult should be seen as not the 
Welfare said yesterday that of worldwide: recession only criterion but as the | 
the proposed retrench. which has adversely af- sort of tie breaker, since 
ment of workers in’ the fected the Guyana each = insttution’s 
public sector, ‘the simple economy, and “that a must be considered, 


principle of last in first out 


the involvement = and overtime work so that more 
agreement of the Public persons could be retained 
Service Union. inthe Public Service. 

8. Persons who are “As usual, we look forward 


retrenched must be given 


their accrued benefits such 


as leave. 


9. A conscious attempt 
should be made to reduce 


to your cooperation and 
assistance in this exercise 
SO thal agreement could be 
reached with a minimum of 
delay,” the letter ended. 


Test of Union Movement 


concerted effort must now 


performance levels of the 


could not be totally applied 
in the opresent cir- 
cumstances.” that our human resources proposed that we need to 

At the meeting between are put to the best possible take cognizance of those 
Vice-President Green and us¢ iM our present ci- persons who may be in- 
officials of the Trades cumstances, and secondly volved in para-military 


individuals being taken into 
account. It was _ further 


be made to turn things 
around, first by ensuring 


Union Congress of that excess staffing in activity as well as those 
Wednesday night, it was Government institutions wotkers who intended to 
agreed, however, that the cannot be conticued, since emigrate. 


last in first out should be a the wage bill particularly in ‘‘Duringthe discussions, it 


pivotal factor in the the service sector had risen was accepted by both sides 
exercise. dramatically. that the ‘last in first out 

The statement yesterday ‘The Government side principle of retrenchment 
said. made the point that we are could not exclude con- 
‘During the meeting on virtuatly in a war-time sideration altogether of 
Wednesday the Govern- Situation, and that even efficiency, suitability and 
ment side was at pains to though the pnnciple of ‘last the needs of the 


make the point that im first out’ is accepted, it Organisation’. 








People's Militia Role 


UYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 82 p 8 


COMMANDANT of the 
Guyana People’s) Miliua 
(GPM) Colonel Carl 
Morgan has said that 
retrenched workers canna 
be absorbed into his 
organisation as full time 
employees, since the 
Militia is an unpaid army, 
with only a small per- 
manent staff. 

He remarked, ‘Our 
permanent staff is basically 
seconded from the Guyana 
Defence Force, and 
although our motto is 
‘“‘Every citizen a soldier,”’ 
people come into the Militia 
strictly on a voluntary 
basis.”’ 


Colonel Morgan noted that 
usually the Militia catered 


committed tothe defence of 
the nation, like the ordinary 
scidier, but did not receive 
any monetary reward. He 
explained that the G.P.M. 
was areservist army, which 
must take its placs 
alongside the regular one in 
the event of war. As soon a3 
one enlisted, one became 
committed to military 
discipline. 

In most of the GPM’s 
units, scattered throughout 
the administrative regions 
of Guyana, there are 
reserve Officers who 
oversee training. These 
officers are mostly drawn 
from the managenal strata 
of organisations, and are 
preferred since they are 


regions. In addition, 
members were allowed to 
participate im military 
exercises with the regular 
army. 

Since the GPM’s per- 
sonnel is mainly from the 
productive sectors it is 
hoped that the discipline 
experienced, would filter 
back to the places of em- 
ployment. ° 

The GPM is not a new 
concept in Guyana. The 
Burgher’s Militia was 
evidenced since the early 
18th century. Although the 
motives for forming a 
militia at that ume were 
different from mow ( the 
Burgher Militia was formed 
especially toa protect the 


for those military minded already experienced Governor’s property), the 

civilians, who did not mind Supervisors. . structure is the same. 

spending their spare time The Commandant, in The GPM is likened to the 

acquiring the techniques of emphasising the Militia in Camada, the 

soldiering. Such persons, seriousness of the Terrnorial Army Volunteer 

he contended, exemplified organisation, disclosed that Force in Britam and the 

a high degree of patriotism. training camps for National Guard of the 

This was so because members were held United States af America. 
Militia volunteers were frequently in most of the 
Npvosition Editorial Comment 

teorcetown MIRROR in sngiisn 14 Mar 82 p 2 
[Editorial] 
(Text The state has been set for massive retrenchment in Guyaua. Forget 
about the fancy words used like 'replacement' anc 'redeployment' The barebones 
sf the truth is that the PNC regime ana its allies in the Trades Union Congress 
sya accepted, without protest, witnout any sffort to find ways of stopping the 
tragedy, that retrencnment 15 'unavoidable', to use the exact language of the 
TUC 
EXé aminina all the propaganda leading tc this national disaster, one finds no 
mention of the IMF and its demands; nor foes one find any mention that capi~ 
talism breeds unemployment and tnat tne sniy solution to this problem nas been 
found in the socialist countries which nave eradicated unemployment. The PNC 
regime, which has been sropagandising its supposed belief, support and adhner- 
ance to socialism, nas excuses all its blunders, mismanagement, waste anc 
squandermania on the fact that tnere is a severe economic crisis caused by 
‘worldwide recession wnicn nas adversely affected the Guyana econom) :- 








The sad facts are that the PNC regime squandered Guyana's money when sugar was 
bringing in good prices; it allowed the peasant agricultural sector to drop to 
nil because of a misconceived notion along with blatant racism, that the 
'‘coolie' predominates agriculture; it began in 1964, when it took office, a 
Mercedez-Benz style instead of frugality and thrift which circumstances dic- 
tated; it used the PNC card to fill up the services and state sector with in- 
efficient, indisciplined and incompetent staff until the bureaucracy became 
unwieldly and over-bloated; it contracted massive loans, the repayment of which 
has become a heavy burden on the economy, for projects which did not generate 
production, jobs, or in any way help the balance of payments problem. The list 
of mistakes is a very long one. It is cowardly and unfair for the PNC regime 
to blame the 'worldwide recession,' when it has no one to blame but itself. 


Now, the PNC is paying for its mistakes. But in reality, the PNC isn't paying, 
it's the poor working people who are paying for the mistakes by facing unem- 
ployment, higher prices for all necessities of life, fewer social services and 
bans and shortages (life flour and bread) which will raise the cost of living 
even more. 


Now, the PNC has to reduce the number of those on public pay because it made 
the error of hiring PNC members on a patronage basis, found places for its 
bully boys (X-13 and what followed) and backers like the House of Israel, 
alona with all the dirty scabs who broke up dozens of strikes and had to be 
paid off in the form of jobs. 


Now, the TUC, instead of contesting all these anti-working class measures, has 
been drawn into the complicity of retrenchment, and is now quibbling over who 
is retrenched first and who last. In the long run, its demands for ‘last on, 
first off' will not work, because those who will go off first will NOT be 
those with PNC privileges, no matter what the TUC says! The services and 
state sector will end up even more incompetent because those who should be re- 
moved (the square pegs) will not be, and those with expertise experience and a 
sense of duty, will be thrown in the rubbish heap of unemployment. 


The PNC has uttered honeyed words that there will be plenty of jobs available 
('replacement') in the agricultural sector which needs hands and muscle for 
development. That is a lot of rot, as everyone knows. The agricultural sec- 

r has been and is so neglected that thousands of acres have gone into weeds 
and thousands of farmers and their families have moved into other avenues of 
livelihood. Without incentives, without help and encouragement, few can face 
the hardships, lack of amenities and services of farming. 


[t's a waste of time for Burnham to talk about the thousands needed in the 
rra, legume and sugar industries and suggesting that the retrenched workers 
will move into these fields. Such ventures require intricate and extensive 
lanning in order to prepare, house, finance, etc. massive transfers of the 
population. It also requires a massive expenditure of public funds and would 
probably end up like the fiascos of the two interior road projects, Betenabo, 
‘lobal-Aari, the potato, the cotton, the black-eye schemes and so on. 


TUC and the regime, we wonder if there has 


In all the discussions between the 
een any mention of the need for unemployment relief. We see that the 











upcoming retrenchment is going to create unbelievable harships for thousands 
of families. How they will live is obviously not the concern of those who 
wield the hatchet. 7 


While the public sector will be hatcheting workers the private sector will 

have to follow suit. We see the flour mill, the bakeries, the chowmein fac- 
tories, all dependent on flour, cutting staff to meet the shortage of flour. 
We see manufacturers retrenching workers because they cannot get the raw ma-~ 
terials and parts to carry on, because of the import restrictions. The cur- 
rent crisis is going to be made worse by the crisis that follows the crisis. 


The PNC has thrown the Guyanese people and the whole economy into a tailspin 


that is plunging us all into greater and greater problems. There is no end 
in sight until the regime is removed. This is the task before the nation! 


yO 
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Guvana’s President 
Forbes Burnham and Pnme 
Minister. of St Vincent, 
\filton Cato, began talks at 
Kimbia, Berbice river 
yesterday on wide ranging 
matters ofmutuai interest 


including the expected 
Cancom Summit. 
The Summit, expected 


later this year, is probably 
the key topic at the private 
discussions between Cde 
Burnham and Mr Cato. The 
question of trade 
however of vital interest, 
according ‘o St Vincent's 
Foreign Minister, Hudson 
Tannis, who 1s 
companying Mr Cato. 

Mr Cato arrived at 
Kimbia National Service 
Centre. around 11:00 fours 
yesterday to a welcome by 
President Burnham , 
Guyana’s Foreign Minister 
Rashleigh Jackson and 
Minister of Justice , 
Mohammed Shahabuddeen 
and other government 
officials. 

After the first session of 
talks , Mr Tanmis revealed 
that discussions had been 
of a ‘general’ nature. He 
said there were indications 
of a good rapport at the 
session. 

The current meeting 
foltows other talks between 
President Burnham = and 
Prime Ministers ofBarbados 
and Antigua -Barbuda. 
Jamaica’s Deputy Pmme 
Minister, Hugh Shearer 1s 


is. 
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also due in Guyana later 
this month for discussions 
with government officials . 
The meetings are seen asa 
prelude tothe frst Cancom 
summit in six years, which 
is expected later this year. 
The meetings also 
provide an opportunity for 
the heads of governments 
of the different countries to 
have face - to face 


discussions with President. 


Burnham on their general 
relauons with Guyana as 
well as on current issues of 
general regional interest. 

One such matter of 
regional interest apart from 
the expected summit is the 
Canbdbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI) as proposed by the 
United States President 
Ronaid Reagan. 

The Guyana Govern- 
ment, in the wake of the 
varying positions, an- 
nounced by various sec- 
tions of the region, had 
called for a regional con- 
Sultation on the proposed 
assistance programme. 

While no details of 
discussions which have 
taken place so far in this 
regard have been released, 
it was reported that 
regional as well as in- 
dividual national aspects of 
the CBI question were 
examined. No decisions are 
expected from the meeting 
however, as it is generally 


thought that such steps will 
be reserved for the Cancom 
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Foreign Ministers meeting 
expected late in March. 


On the question of the 
Guyana and St Vincent 
trade, Foreign Minister 
Hudson Tannis suggested 
that St Vincent would be 
pressing for Guyana to 
agree to buy more of the 
'sland’s products. 

He noted that St Vincent 
at present imports a range 
of products from Guyana 
including hard wood, rice 
and up to quite recently, 
Sugar. 


He said St Vincent hoped 
to develop cetter patterns 
of trade with Guyana noting 
that Guyana could buy 
certain agricultural 
products from his country. 

It has been suggested in 
some quarters that the 
small size of St Vincent 


results in- difficulties in 
achieving any kind of 
balance of trade with any 
other country. It is at the 
same time felt that cheap 
products from Guyana can 
replace North American 
products upon which St 
Vincent now depends. 
There are other areas in 
which the two countries 
can cooperate . St Vincent 
Sugar industry is now being 
revitalised. The second 
Sugar crop in 19 years is 
now being started in that 
country and iu has been 
hinted that Guyana may_ 
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possibly be asked to 
provide technica! 
assistance in that area. 

In between sessions the 
visiting team and their 
hosts went fishing in the 
Kimbia Lake. The visitors 
also attended a cultural 
presentation hosted in their 
honour and are expected to 
view locally produced video 
shows. 

Mr Cato and his team 
which also includes Agri 
Minister , Vicent Beache, 
will fly home after more 
discussions today . 
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PRESIDENT Fortes 
Burnham and Prime 
Minister of St Vincent 
Milton Cato have agreed 


to seek ways and means of 
increasing and improving 
the trade relations between 
the two States and aher 


that un early summit of forms of economic co- 
Caribbean Heads of operation. Among the 
Government ts imperative. commodities of special 


A release issued 


interest were the following 


yesterday said that the two — sugar, rice, ‘umber, 
Heads of Government have carrots, peanuts and 
ajso pledged to ensure that mhutmegs. 


decisions taken at the two- 
day meeting at Kimbia 
would be ‘‘speedily im- 
plemented in the context of 


Specific areas for im- 
provement and expansion 
were identified. Particular 
Consideration was given to 


Caricom.'’. (#@ problem of tran- 
Ai the invitation of the sportation and on this, 
President of the Co- President Burnham un- 


operative Republic of 
Guyana, Cde. L F. S. 
Burnham; the Prime 
Minister of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, the Right 
Honourables Mr. Milton 
Cato, paid an informal Visit 
to Guyana from 3rd to 4th 


dertook to seek the removal, 
of existing constraints on 
the use of Vincentian ships 
in Dilateral trade. 

Both Heads pledged 


themselves to ensure that 
the decisions they took in 


this regard are speediy* 

March, 1982. implemented within the 
The meeting and context of CARICOM. 

discussions took place at Major poliucal and 

Kimbia — an important: economic issues of interest 

area of this country which to both countries were 

reflects Guvana’s deter- considered by the Heads. It 


mined effort to increase its 
Agricultural and Industnal 
capacity. The venue ts also 


was 


agreed that the 
adherence to certain basic 
but vital pmneiples of in- 


symbolic of the major (ernational life was 

emphasis placed by Guyana essential to the preser- 

on the role of youth ‘n its vation of peace in the 

developmental process. Central American and 
In this setting, the first Cantean area. 

task of the two Heads was Respect of territonal 








integrity and non- 
interterence-in the affairs of 
States were considered 
indispensable to. the 
exercise of full sovereignty 
bv their States. 
In assessing developmenis 
in the Canbbean Regio 
both Heads unanimously 
agreed that an early 
Summit Meeting of the 
Heads of the CARICOM 
states was imperative. 
They noted that recent 
events in the area held 
serious 
member countnes and that 
the time had come for 
closer consultation on 
methods for removing 
political threats tostabulity. 
They recognised the need 
for greater impetus to be 
now given to the Com- 
mumity’s thrust in co- 
ordinating their economic 
policies for the betterment 
orthe region as a whole 
Additionaiiy, it was 


ian 
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stressed that any 
programmes which are 
designed to assist the 


developmentai efforts ot 
the Region must take full 
account of the latter’s 
pnorities and complement 
its own economic 
aspirations. 

in this context they felt 
that the provisions of the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative 
announced by President 
Reagan on 24th February 
could be of greatest benefit 
to the Region if its im- 
plementation took into 
consideration the critena 
which had been determined 
by CARICOM Member 
Countnes at the meeting 


of the Standing Commuttee 
of Foreign Ministers from 
3rd to Sth -September, 
1981... 


implicauons = for 


The two Heads of 
Government further agreed 
that CARIFESTA has 
played a significant rote in 
the cultural réiations 
among the States of the 


area by preserving and 
enhancing their common 
heritage. 


They called for the fullest 


possible participation in the 


forthcoming Fesrival in 
1983. 

Tne Head of Sirate of 
Guyana, His Exceilency 
Cde. L F. S. Burnham and 
the Prime Minister of St. 
Vincent, the Honourable 
M. Caro took the op- 
portunity during these 
discussions to review areas 
‘mn which a programme of 
technical co-operation 
could be established 

tween the twocountnes. 

Among tne projects 
contempiated were in the 
fields of sugar technology, 


inijand fisheries, com- 
munications and data 


processing. 

An offer was also made to 
the Prime Minister of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines 


for places at Institutions o! 
Higher Learning in 
Guyana. Prime Munster 


Cato was pleased to accept 
and indicated his desire for 
further co-gperation with 
Guyana. 

At the end of the visit both 
Leaders affirmec ‘hat the:r 
meeting had laid the 
foundation for more in- 
tensive collaboration in the 
various areas icentined. 

The President will be 
staying on in Kumbia t 
visit Komm anc the 
summounding areas and 1s 
expected back in tne city 
tomorrow. 








AAT AIMOYV cere 
V { 
VUUNI MS Wi 


: rT RATS 
N GU Pore rs. 


onl MD TOMTTOANC , FOOD TaDADmMC ANNOUNCED Vv awe nr WYATT CTT PD 
RES anil i LVUNo ON " PSUS ASPs! fiavat War ni BY TRADE PlawWwLOLON 


Aaa a 


hand art. RPVUIDAN TOT LT . 7 . 
GUYANA CHRONICLE in Engiis 


Minister of Trade Frank 
Hope announced yesterday 
an immediate halt in the 
importation cf a number of 
food items. There will be no 
more split peas, cheese, 
Milo, Ovaltine, nor cooking 
oil imported. He added that 
in the case of cooking-al 
outstanding orders would 
be allowed in. 

In the vein of President 
Forbes Burnham’s public 
directive to ‘‘tell it like it 
is’’ the Minister said he 
was aware there were no 
close substitutes for some 
of the banned items, but 
insisted the latest move 
was ‘‘necessary in context 
of our foreign exchange 
situation.”’ 

He said the domestic 
edible oil demand should 
be met by the local in- 
dustry, although oil 
presently ouarder” from 
overseas would be allowed 
to come in. He expressed 
confidence in the ability of 
Guyanese entrepreneurs to 
rise to the situation by 
coming up with locally 
produced substitutes to fill 
the gap in supply. 

The Minister observed 





that notwithstanding 
substantial tax benefits to 
manufacturing and other 
export-oriented industries, 
private investors in Guyana 
remained over-cautious and 
somewhat sceptical of 
Government's intentions. 

‘“We know manufac- 
turers are having problems 
due to the foreign exchange 
situation,’’ Cde. Hope said, 
‘‘but the Government does 
help them in various ways, 
including the establishment 
of lines of credit.”’ 

According to the Minister 
those who show greater 
confidence find they are 
able to generate fair profits 
from their investments, 
since there were lucrative 
markets for our produce in 
the Caricom region as well 
as in the developed 
countries. 

The Minister called on 
consumers to adjust their 
tastes in the interest of 
national economic survival, 
and expressed optimism 
that after the initial period 
of discomfort, they would 
exert the initiatives and 
creativity needed in the 
present circumstances. 
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: inst the PNC f 
xt THE P.P.P. has called on rage agains e PNC for 


the Guyanese working pco- 
ple to demonstrate their 


the bans on essential foods 
and continuing shortages 








and high prices. The state- 
ment follows :-— 

The People’s Progressive Par 
ty notes with mounting indig- 
nation the attack of the cornered 
and bankrupt PNC regime on 
the living standards of the peo- 
ple of Guyana. The masses are 
being made to fetch the burden 
of the economic crisis on their 
bruised back, a crisis created by 
a Party that was not even elec- 
ted at free and fair clections. 
Timing everything shrewdly, 
the cegime postponed the up- 
coming draconian 1962 Bu get 
until after Mashramani and the 
‘People’s Parade.’ both of which 
qere largely exercises im coer: 
clon. Now that the coerced mass 
participation exercises are out of 
the way. the regime announced 
its highlv unpopular ban on the 
importation of split peas, 
cheese, cooking oil, milo, oval- 
tine far a start, obviously walt- 
ine ty cuage nithiie reaction be- 
fore attempting to add other es- 
sentia's to the list. 

The banning of foodstuff? 
within the present circumstance. 
es i1@ wicked, moreso when no 
adequate alternatives are read- 
ily or cheaply obtained. This is 
a Aeliberate assault on the liv- 
ing standards of the masses. 
Guns have now definitely taken 
precedence over bread. 


The PPP condemns the ban. 
ning of foodstuffs on any pre- 
text whatsoever, and calls for 
the removal of the import ban 
forthwith. ‘Explanations’ by re- 


gime scribes and unidentifled 
spokesmen that the term ‘ban’ 
is not intended and that govern- 
ment is only ‘halting their im- 
portation’ are meaningless in 
view of past experiences and 
cold reality. 

The PPP says that the ban- 
ning of essentials like food- 
stuffs will wreak havoe on th 
Guyanese consumers. There will 
be longer queues, a bigger 
blackmarket, bigger shortages 
and spontaneous eruptions of 
public rage at consumer out- 
lets for scarce goods. 

The PNC is solely responsi- 
ble for the shambles the coun- 
try is in. That party, wielding 
power in arbitrary and spiteful 
fachion, wrecked the copra and 
eoconut industries stranaled 
the dairy industry end has been 
unable to provide the nation 
with adequate stocks of local 
cheese, cooking ail or any kind 
of peas or lentils. 

If the increased production 
of coconuts and copra under 
the PPP government had con- 
tinued as planned, local produc- 
tion of cooking oil today would 
have been sufficient to supply 
all local needs and enough for 
export. Instead of continuing 
the crop bonus scheme, other 
incentives like duty free gaso- 
lene, free planting material, 
low interest credit, guaranteed 
prices, effective drainage and 
irrigation, etc, anda general 
policy of support for agricul- 
ture, the PNC, from 1965. 
wrecked all these plans 

As far as black-eyve peas 18 
concerned, all the promises by 
the PNC regime of large local 


op4 


production have failed. Today. 
black-eye peas are scarce, sell- 
ing for as high as $6 per pint. 
Obviously, there is no substitute 
for split peas if any form 
ther basie foods like flour 
and bread are in chronic savor 
supply. Also, all the promises 
about producing cotton for the 
textile mill and cotton seed 017 
have flopped and te keep the 
mill going, cotton is imported 
from the USA. The palm oil 
project is another feilure. 

While the PNC regime con- 
tinues to haras3 consumers by 
shortages, high prices and ban- 
ning of essentials, claiming this 
is necessary because of shortage 
of foreign exchange, the gov- 
ernment continues to import 
luxuries and high oriced cars 
for the elite; it continues to 
buy more and more military 
hardware in a country already 
heavily militarised ed it re- 
fuses to cut down on extrava- 
gant expenditure for overseas 
missions and elaborate trips in 
chartered airplanes, etc The 
People’s Progressive Party saya, 
cut spending on luxuries; close 
down the Ministry of National 
Development and Office of the 
General Secretary of the PNC 
and stop the squeeze on the 
working people! 

The PPP urges the Guyanese 
working neople. hoancewives and 
all other consumers to demon- 
strate rage against the bans 
Now is the time for vigorous 
protests, militant and united 
actions to ban the PNC and the 
miseries it has rained on Guy- 


ann 
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CUBA 


‘‘On the occasion of the 
[2th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the Co 
operative Republic of 
Guyana, I wish to express 
our most sincere 
congratulations in the name 
of the people and Goveni- 
ment of the Republic of 
Cuba. 

‘‘l avail myself of this 
occasion to restate our 
conviction that the peoples 
of Cuba and Guyana should 
work unitedly in favour of 
peace, independence, 


sovereignty and self- 
determination of the 
peoples, especially in the 
difficult and transcendental 
international circumstances 
of today. 

‘In renewing our votes for 
the well-being and 
prosperity of the brotherly 
Guyanese people, I 
reiterate the assurances of 
my highest comsideration 
and esteem.”’ 

Fidel Castro 

President of the State 
Council and Government of 
the Republic of Cuba. 


GRENADA 


‘On behalf of the People's 
Revolutionary Government 
and peopie ot Grenada, and 
ym my own Ddehailf, I send 
you, Government and 
peopie of the Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana, 
warmest congratuiations 


thea 
~i iw 


and best wishes on the 
occasion of the celedDration 
sf your country’s Repubdlic 
Day 
It is mv simcere AoOpe (nat 
e warm and friendly 
wwioms Detween our two 


2 | ~ a | at 
countries will continue to 
develop in the spirit of co 


operation and in the in- 


terests of Canbbean unity 
and brotherliness. 

| further extend to you, 
our Government, and your 
people our ve dest 
wishes for the peace and tor 
the prosperity of tne 
Guyanese nation in the 


_~ 
we - cod 
yvealrs aneaa. 


Maurice Bishop, 
Pome Minister 
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THERE are positive signs 


that Italy and Guyana wul 
be entering intoa joint co 
operation agreement 
shortly, according to Italian 
ambassador, Dr. Frederico 
Barberio. 

Dr. Barberio,whe was in 
Guyana to present his 
letters of credence to 
President Forbes Burnham 
disclosed that the idea of 
Italy -Guyana co-operation 
was mooted several years 
ago and the finishing 
touches are being put toa 
draft agreement. 

However, he said. 
some more time is needed 
to formalise the bases for 
technical, economic ana 
commercial co-operation 


* e. th + nAeniintmeac 
oetween ine iM \ COUNRLTCS 


multilateral agencies such 
as the United Nations cnd 
the European Economic 
Community, the country is 
still willing to co-operate on 
a bilateral basis with 
countries like Guyana. 

The government of 
Guyana should identify 
specific areas where Italian 
assistance is needed, he 
said. 

As regards foreign policy, 
the ambassador said that 
because of its proximity, 
ltaly is very sensitive to the 
Middie East situation. 

He noted that dialogue is 
an important contribution 
tO the peaceful settlement 
of disputes. Although his 

country.is not a member of 


providing assistance to 
poor Third World coun- 
tres. 


Ambassador Barberio 
said that Guyana is a 
country with immense 
potential for rapid 
development and ex- 
pressed confidence that his 
country can make a 
tangible contribution to this 
process. : 


He said that Guyana ts 
fortunate in being one of 
the few countries in the 
world to win so much 
support in a territorial 
dispute. 

During his stay in the 
oC UNITY the ambassador 
visited several ministries 


Italy has wide ex- ine Non-Aligned including Economic 
satyo — —— his govern- Diennin F 
neriences in manufacturing ' ¢ li nay Planning and Inanee, 
, wane eaacortets . ment foreign policy ener dM 
hnology which can : chergy an ines, and 

m 8° ‘ borders on non-alignment, ie hapioe 

benefit Guyana in its in- , PISHeries, 
rne diplomat [ idicated. Present! : 
dustrial drive. Ambassador resently based in 
e , ! 4d hh 7 cal 

Barberio explained that nis C reveaiead tnat Colombia, Dr. Barberio has 


Sountry is aware of the 
dye Ye 
conditions and needs 0 


developed countries wil! be 
meeting in Rome towards 


been a career diplomat 
ince 1960, and has served 


developing countries like ihe middie of Apri! to in Turkey, Albania and the 
Guyana. examine and discuss Federal Republic of 
He said that although practical soiutionsto the Germa ny. He was also Chief 


mroahtie es 1A . S sh * 
italy contribuies to Third rooiems Of WOria poverty. of the section for technical 
World developme Already, his government and scientific co-operation 
rough  participatior has allocated a large the Italian = Foreign 


portion of its 1982 budgetto 


Ministry. 
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I HAVE read President Reagan’s speech on the 


Caribbean Basin Initiative carefully. | 
reported , on the one hand, as the greatest thing since 


I have seen it 


home-made bread and noodle-soup and, on the other 
hand, as being the most diabolic plot ever hatched by 
mortal man. This is all extremely interesting. 


But what I desperately 
need to know is what does it 
mean? Could someone, 
anyone, just list for me 
exactly what we are going 
to get out of this and how 
and when and from whom? 

On first reading the 
speech I immediately found 
myself confused. I thought 
the initiative was to be a 
new and imaginative attack 
on economic distress inthe 
Canbbean region - America 
halding out a helping hand 
of _ triendship and 
assistance. 

Suddenly, it seemed to 
me, the helping hand had 
clenched into something 
very like -a mailed fist. 
President Reagan’s speech, 
surely , was more about the 
political situation in Central 
America and warning Cuba 
to Stay out than it was 
about economic aid to 
countries like ourselves 

In fact, it is depressing, 
though fascinaiing, to 
analyse the speech simply 
as an exampk of what 
nowadays passes for 
oratory among’ world 
statesmen, Fast and West 
lt is appallingly full of 
eliches. 

RANDOM NUGGETS 


Here are just a few 
random nuggets: 

“We share a common 
destiny’’...‘‘Our forebears 
came to this hemisphere 
seeking a better 
hife’’...°*Out of the crucible 
ot our common 
sean ‘*A beacon of 
hope’ ....°*Stand shoulder 


to shoulder’’...‘‘The 
tightening grip of the 
totalitarian __left’’....“‘The 
foes of 
freedom’’...** Nurturing 
human rights that 
freedom’s foes would 
‘stamp out’’...‘‘Freedom is 
Our common 


destiny’’...‘* The God-given 
opportunity that is ours’’... 

And the speech ends 
with an astonishing gush of 
out-worn phrases one after 
the other, as if the 
President kad suddenly 
swallowed a thesaurus ofa 
thousand platitudes. 

‘Eliminate want and 
poverty..... Show the world 
how nations can live in 
peace...sharing a love of 
freedom.,..a common 
vision....a better life for 
all... the beacon of hope for 
all mankind...from pole to 
pole..." 


GUYANA 











SUSPICION 

One has to wonder who 
on earth writes the 
President’s speeches - and 
the awful suspicion begins 
to dawn that perhaps he 
himself does the drafting. 

Perhaps , after all, one is 
being unfair. Not every 
Presidential speech can be 
a Gettysburg Address or a 
Rooseveltian ‘‘Day of 


Infamy’’ summons to the: 


‘nation. 

But surely the President 
‘at least could have avoided 
the embarrassing mustake 
of quoting Jose Marti-Mani 
whose wish even as he was 
dying was ‘‘to prevent the 
United States.... from, 
spreading over the West 
Indies.”’ 

And surely the President 
could at the very least have: 
kept the speech short and 
tothe point . I have counted 


the lines in the text I have. 
There are 422 lines. One 


hundred and fifty nine 
lines make up an in- 
troduction full of amazingly 
naive historical analysis. 
139 lines are taken up 
explaining American policy 
on the civil wars now going 
on in Central America and 
attacking ‘‘the new 
colonialism’’ and Cuba. 
There are 50 lines of the 
normal sort of peroration at 
the end. 

Amidst all this, wrapped 
in layer upon layer of 
padding like a gift on April 
Fooi’s, are 78 lines, 18 per 
cent of the whole speech, 
actually defining the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative. 
What a tiny squeak from 
such a mighty throat! 

MARSHALL PLAN 

| am very depressed. I 
had expected - not perhaps 
a new Marshall Plan for the 
Caribbean which poor 
Edward Seaga in his first 
fine flush of enthusiasm 
envisioned - out at least 
something sweeping and 
‘\maginative and generous, 
large -hearted as 


Americans themselves 
certainly are. 

What we have here 
instead are siftings from 
the work of a hundred 
committees seeking 
consensus and domestic 
approbration, paiched 
together with the seams 
showing and a slightiy 
panic-stricken bit added 
about the Cuban threat. 

However, do na let me 
waste time on disap- 
paintment. I have some 
precise, specific questions 
to ask. 

The emphasis is owver- 
whelmingly on encouraging 
private sector development 

. There is a commitment to 
help countries use ‘“‘the 
magic of the market’’ to 
‘earn their own way. Aid 
will encourage private 
sector activities, mot 
displace them. 

There is to be technical, 
assistance and training to 
‘assist the private sector. 
‘There will be tax incentives 
for U.S. private en- 
trepreneurs investing in the 
‘Caribbean. 
| All excellent, mo doubt, 
‘but will auything at all be 
done to help in thase areas 
where private enterprise 
admittedty is impoteat - 
balance of payment 

problems ; basic education; 
health : harbours, roads, 
‘sea defence and drainage 
and irrigation; aod dis- 

‘tribution aetworks to 
encourage good marketing? 
It is vital to know the 
answer to this before 
judging the package. 

Secondly, there is to be 
free entry for all our ex- 
ports except textiles and 
clothing . This is splendid, 
the jewel in the CBI crown. 
[tis a definite breach in the 
steadily growing protec- 
tionist wall going up in all 
rich countries. 

In the case of sugar, 
though, it does not appear 
that entry will indeed be 
quite free since the import 
fee will still be payable in 


order to protect U.S. 
domestic producers, even 
though we will continue to 
jenjoy the exemption we 
already have from duty 
lunder the GSP; system. 
PROVISO 

And, may | itimidly 
enquire , whatis REALLY 
involved in the slightly 
Ominous proviso that free 
entry will be dependent on 
discussions to be held with 
‘individual countries about 
what they are dung to help 
themselves? 

‘Thirdly , [sve tha. there 
is tob $350 million given 
ina d, not even the price of 
a couple of submannes. It 
doesn’t seem very much, 
but, after all, it is 
America’s money and you 
shouldn’t look a gift horse 
in the mouth unless you 
come from ancient Troy. 

All the same, may I just 
ask, to which countries will 
this $350 million’ be 
allocated? Can we get in 
‘line, or is it true that it has 
already been decided to 
Share it out to the Central 
American countries and 
Jamaica 

Finally, a speech by an 
American President these 
days is one thing- 
Corgressional action is 
Quite another. How soon 
can the Caribbean expect 
something actually to 
Happen and how much of 
the package will actually be 
delivered? 

I think it was Pierre 
Trudea who once said that 
being America’s neighbour 
was a little like living next 
to an elephant. The 
elephant is basically a 
benign and worthy beast 
but even when it is just 
walking around trumpeting 
a littl and trying to do 
good it does not always look 
too carefully where it is 
stepping. 

It can very easily tread on 
ants without” really 
noticing. We have to be 
just a little careful. 
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THE current tlour 


shortage has caused some 
bakeries to be closed and 
customers to wait in long 
lines to purchase bread 
from shops which have 
little of the commodity to 
sell. Late last week, bread 
was sold above the con- 
trolled price. 

City” residents have 
lamented the 50 per cent 
rise in the pnce of bread 
which was originally sald 
for $1.00 and $1.50 
Persons in South Ruimveldt 
observed that the quality of 
loaves were not the same, 
despite price increases. 

On the East Coast 
Demerara, the state of 
affairs was no different 
Last weekend consumers 
were shocked when they 
were told that $1.00, $1.50 
and $1.75 loaves of bread 
were not being sold any 


longer. 
Some shopkeepers 
argued that it was im- 


possible for them to sell 
bread cheaply when flour 


was scarce. ‘‘We canna 
sell bread at standard 
prices, unless we have 


more supplies of flour to 
make more loaves;’ said 
one baker. Most bakers are 
of the opinion that once the 


Situation returns to 
normal, consumers will be 
able to have bread at 
cheaper prices. 

Reports coming out from 
‘Mahaicony State that 
privateers were buying 
bread from Health Foods 
and in turn sold the 
commodity to consumers at 
exorbitant prices. 

For example one resident 
said yesterday that loaves 
costing $1.50 , $1.75 and 
$2.00 were being sold for as 
much as $4.00 and $5.00. 

The situation seemed to 
have aneffect on the sale of 

ground provisions, which 
are regarded as ideal 
substitutes. Market 
vendors m and around the 
city have ‘upped’, the 
prices of eddoes , plan- 
tains and cassavas. Eddoes. 
like other grouna 
provisions, now cost as 
much as $1.00 or $1.50 per 
pound. 


The Ministry of Trade 
has already hinted that 
wheat is due in the country 
before month-end, but the 
buying public feels that 
some effort should be 
made to control the bread- 
racket which has reached 


alarming proportions. 





art 
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THE ISLAMIC principle 
of service to humanity was 
magnified yesterday at the 
Islamic Cultural Centre, 
with the opening of a 
medical facility. This was 
possible through a joint 
venture between Guyana 
and Libya, two countries 
seeking to develop areas of 


co-operation for their 
respective peoples. 
Recently, a simular 


gesture took place at the 
Ministry of Public Welfare, 
where the abyan Embassy 
in Guyana donated several 
gifts to the Blind Instatute 
and the Palms. 

. The medical facility was 
established mainly to 
provide services tO persons 


residing in the city and its 


environs -- 


Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, Minister in the 
Office of the President, 
Cde. Harun Rashid ex- 
plained that efforts are 
being made to strengthen 
the country’s health ser- 
vices, even in areas where 
there were the smallest 
concentration of people. 

He expressed gratitude to 
the Libyan Government and 
hoped that the spirit of 
mutual cooperation will 
continue to exist between 
the two couniries. 

A Sudanese medical 
practitioner, 4 specialist in 
Chinese acupuncture, Dr. 
A. Barrie will head the 
medical facility. He has 
already declared his in- 
tentions of contributing to 
the health requirements of 


the Guyanese nation. As a 
believer in Islam, he said 
that Islam was an all- 
embracing religion, good 
for all nations and times. 
\Disunity and war have 
sougnot to divide the world, 
and it is felt that religion, 
that of Islam may be able to 
bring the world back on its 
right footing, Dr. Barrie 
added. 

Political Assistant in the 
Ministry of Public Welfare, 
Cde. Molvie Hiyatatalli 
stated that plans are un- 
derway to establish mobile 
health service units to 


operate in several areas of 
the city. Cde. Hyatatalli is 
also a trustee of the Islamic 
Cultural Centre situated in 


Queen- 


Forshaw Street, 
stown. 
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the controversy 
ir. Ramiro Saralv: 


pe 


rreiro has been quoted as saying in Caracas, the Venezuelan capital. The 
-;lian Foreign Minister who was in Caracas on a two-day official visit was 
ijled to leave Caracas yesterday afternoon. Three weeks ago he paid an 
‘ial visit to Guyana during which he held talks with senior government 
1cials He also paid courtesy calls on President Forbes Burnham and Prime 
ister Ptolemy Reid and signed a number of! co-operation agreements. One of 
ajor agreements reached during that visit paved the way for the building 
wn international bridge across the Takutu to link the two Amazonian coun- 
, ther areas of co-operation under active consideration include assis- 
‘cs in the building of a hydro-electric plant in the Rupununi and assistanc¢ 
the construction of a road to link Georgetown with Brazil through the 
inuni. According to an Inter Press Service (IPS) report from Caracas, the 
zeilian Foreign Minister yesterday confirmed that his country will continue 
participate in development co-operation programmes with Guyana in the 
suibo reqion. Venezuela maintains a spurious claim to the Western Esse-~ 
0 some 70 per cent of Guyana's territory. [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 
Fnalish 20 Feb 82 p 3] 
i CK DEVELOPMENT GRANT--The International Development Research Centr: 
has approved a $906 000 grant for livestock levelopment in the inter- 
uy ana The IDRC arant, negotiated through the Carib- 
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S. Dabagyan: "Visiting among Nicaraguan Scholars"/ 
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hime of his visit to Nicaragua in August 1961 the author oi these 
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‘nstitutions as well as to take part in tne Work of tne pecond Ni 


the greenery of tropical plants is a villa in the central part of 

he past this was the private property of one of the lackeys of the 

tator Somoza. Situated here now is the country's newest scientitic- 

tution--the Institute for the Study of Sandinism, created at the end 

31. Its director, Comrade Francisco de Asis Fernandez, talked about 

rronting the institute. These comprise the collection, systematiza- 
n ot the materials, the propaganda and scientific study of 


—_ Ala + 3 7 T8 . * + [| # — Oo 
he Sandanis National Liberation Front (orhO), and wne 


> 
u 
struggle of the Nicaraguan peopie 
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FRANK BARSOTTI, Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Finance and Planning, has cas- 
tigated those people whom he noticed giving the 
impression that everything was fine with the 
Trinidad and Tobago economy 


In a speech given to the Associa tion 
Agrologists at the weekend he pointed out th 
ties facing even developed coun tries nat 1g 
than Trinidad and 7 Tobago, such as Nigeria 
Iran, to illustrate his point ey the world 
was not a bright one 

Still, in Trinidad Mr. Barsott: had notice 
around caught up in a ee a state of 
said:’’ I don't know why they ry] 
people, or if they are just tant d 


Emphasising the urgent 


of Professional 
e severe difficul- 
gger oil producers 
, Venezuela and 
economic picture 


His message was that any 





need for Trinidad and To opportunity should be 
bago to diversify from its grasped, as the protection- 
single asset — oil — and ist tendencies of some de- 
develop manufacturing and veloped countmes and the 
export sectors, be ro nt present policies of interna- 
ed Caricom as a cnitical tonal lending gencies like 
market. the World Bank aid not bode 
Ihe Camcom region is well for the future 
tremendousl moportant but he warned that the 
for Trinidad and Tobago’s CBI was not ‘something in 
success. It is our pmmary the bag, identifying the 
rket and difficulties in US Congress as a major hur- 
Carmcom’ have affected this dle, because of its ability to 
country in many ways.” posals so that they emerg- 
Trinidad and Tobago’'s ed radically different from 
secondary manufacturing th original pian 
sector fac Oenefited great In acdition to passing the 
ly when Camcom was oduoy- Congress, there was the 
ant and in particular need for President Reagan 
through trade with Bar- to get a special waiver from 
bados, Jamaica and the General Agreement on 
Guyana Trade and Tanffs GATT 
It 1s in our interest to to permit special trade ar- 


have viable and economical- 
rous countmes wW 


> 5 4 
cannot stand 

aione 
T : _ >} nstar 
LOOKIN, it ne eG 
States S$ Caridvean Sasin 
Initiative "RY Afr Rar 
initiative Di vil Sal 
MILLA are a tn t -C ild 


r dev cic 
yoment and could change 
f economic activi- 
ty in Carmcom. It could also 
boost Tmnaidad and Tobago 's 
manufact 


i 
uring sector 


rangements with Cambbean 
basin countmes 


NEGOTIATIONS 


Those who don't like the 
find the US Con- 

GATT have done 
for them, ‘‘he 

t was wise [to 
prepare to grasp the CBI's 
trade openings if they turn- 


pi ma ¥ 
Prec na 
mivLod dis 
heir work 


ed out favourably 
For him one of the most 








important uses of the CBI 
was a bargaining tool when 
the expected hard negotia- 
tions for an agreement 
(Lome 3) with the Euro- 
pean Common Market came 
up soon. This, as most trade 
talks, was an endless, dif- 
ficult fight. 

“IT am not about to dis- 
miss CBI out of hand and 
anybody who does this does 
not understand about trade 
negotiations: he explained 
one example was rum. 
Under the EEC, rum is de- 
fined in such a way as to 
exclude Caribbean rums, 
but with the opening in the 
US market as a bargaining 
counter, it might be poss- 
ible to get the definition 
revised. 


INSULATION 


Turning back to the dom- 
estic position, he noted 
that the country had been 
able to mde out the prob- 
lems of other developing 
countmes because of its oul. 
But he cautioned that be- 
ing an oil economy does not 
imply an insulation from 
worid trends. 

Inflation remained a seri- 
ous local and international 
Siding and to get out of it 
oreien countries .were de- 
vising policies which had a 
deleterious effect on world 





trade, and were bound to 
affeci Trinidad and Tobago. 


Mr. Barsotti stated that 
his aim was not gloomy but 
simply to spell out the posi- 
tion ciearly, and to under- 
line the need for the coun- 
try to move in desired direc- 
tions. He was specially un- 
happy about the malaise in 
agriculture, which he saw 
going from farmer up to ag- 


ricultural institutions to 
the ministry and even to 
cabinet. 

He had heard a lot of talk 
about the msing food im- 
port bill, but found nobody 
doing a great deal to stop 
if. 

All this was seppening in 
a country which seemed to 
have all the essential ingre- 
dients for boosting tood 
production, and he was con- 
vinced that the country 
could grow enough food even 
to export to the eastern 
seaboard of the United 
States. 

But, as with overall pro- 
belms, ‘‘we have to take ac- 
count of our situation’’ and 
take action, he proposed. 
He saw the people as having 
a responsibility and wanted 
an end to them waiting for 
the government to pontifi- 
cate on this or the other 
topic. 
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THE Oilfield Workers’ Trade Union (OWTU) is urging the 


Government to nationalise Amoco Trinidad Limited. 
The call was made by Mr.George Weekes, president general 


of the union, at a 


ss conference hel 


at the union's 


headquarters tn San Fernando yesterday. 
Said he: ‘‘There is a frightening and explosive situation 


between the union and Amoco. 


He said that it was in the 
best interests of the coun- 
try if Amoco were to be 
hationalised now because 
the company literally 
“holds the economy of the 
country in its fingers.”’ 

He went on: ‘Had it not 
been for the timely inter- 
vention of the Minister of 
Labour, Social Security ance 
Cooperatives earlier this 
week, Amoco might very 
well have shut cown its 
gl wrt and with that, 
the Point Lisas industrial 
estate, so deperdent upon 
natural gas for its con- 
tinuance and survival."’ 

Mr.Weekes explained that 
in January last year in keep- 

with the provision of the 
Industrial elations Act 
(IRA) his union made a 
claim on the Recognition 
and Certification Board as 
the bargaining agents for 
workers engaged with 
Haniff Mohammed and Sons, 
contractors, who were 
themselves engaged by 
Amoco. 


EXPLOSIVE 


He said that 
‘‘trememdous frustrations 
were experienced by work- 
ers employed by those and 
other contractors engaged 
by Amoco frustration 
cause of the law and be 
cause of the fear of victim- 
isation, as a result of the 
length of time it took the 
Recognition and Certifica- 
tion Board to process 
claims.”’ 

He stated that when the 


employer received com-. 
munication from the board 
about the recognition, 18 
workers were advised that 
“their work was at an end” 
and because of that ‘some 
11 other workers in another 
section of the operations, 
withheld their labour.”’ 

What was amazing, he 
said, was that aniff 
Mohammed and Sons was 
claiming that it was not 
employers of the workers 
or Amoco Trinidad 
Limited was saying that it 
also was not. 

“The oa at ana 
is distinctly frightenmg an 
explosive," Mr. "Weeks 
pointed out. wed 

He said that Amoco had 
threatened to stop its oper- 
tions when its non-unionised 
‘workers downed tools . 


It was through Mr. Errol 
Mahabir who got the con- 
tractor to Chaguaramas by 
helicopter during the 
National Consultation on 
Productivity to discuss the 
matter in the presence of 
the union. 

The contractor agreed to 
give the union unofficial 
recognition nding 
determination of who are 
the real employers of the 
workers, said Mr. Weekes. 

The union's president 
general explained that 
aince only the Recognition 
and Certification Board 
could give official recogni- 
tion, the agreement by tt. 
contractor to recognise the 
union as the agent for the 
workers was ‘‘unofficial'’. 
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